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Baptists  ship  flour 
to  aid  Albanianians 


■j  .  ;  ■fcOifjwa'iiaa'i'-.' 


By  Mike  Cretwefl 


BRUSSELS,  Belghnn  (BP)  -  A 
united  Baptist  effort  will  send  $100,000 
worth  of  flour  to  Albania  duHng 
February  to  hdp  the  troiMed  country 
meet  an  urgent  food  slxMlage  this 
winter  as  it  struggles  to  recover  from 
years  of  isolation  imder  communism. 

A  teem  of  Baptist  leaders  who 
visited  Albania  in  January  also  woo 
government  permission  to  establish 
an  office  in  Tirana,  the  capital,  to 
cooixfinate  future  aid  and  mi^try  in  ■ 
the  country  of  3,2  miDton  pemde 
They  will  assonbie  a  list  of  needs 
and  seek  personnel  and  funds  to  meet 
them.  ^  - 

Baptist  cooperation  will  be  a  key 
elemoit  of  tbe  plan.  The  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  wiU'give  $50,000,  and 
$2SJIOO  each  will  come  foam  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Baptist  Federation  and  the  Bap¬ 
tist  world  Alliance 
Oarentty  emergency  shipments  of 


flour  are  helping  the  impovoisbed 
country  stay  just  a  few  days  ahead  ai 
running  c<Hnpletely  out  of  bread,  a 
staple  Kwd  in  Albania.  Still  locked  in¬ 
to  communist-style  centralized  pro¬ 
duction,  the  country  needs  2,700  tons 
of  wheat  daily  to  produce  bread. 

Baptist  agencies  will  send  mis¬ 
sionaries  a^  vrriunteers  to  have  a 
continuiiig  presence  in  what  was  one 
(rf  tbe  most  closed  countries  in 
Europe  The  Fmeign  Mission  Board 
has  sou^  missioiuuies  for  Albania 
for  more  than  two  years,  anticipating 
they  could  eventual^  serve  ttore 

Until  recently,  Amanian  leaders 
bragged  they  had  “the  woiid'k  most 
atheistie  state”  But  anti-communist 
riots  broke  out  in  1990,  when  tbe  last 
statues  of  Lenin  still  stanrttng  in 
Eastern  Euit^  were  poBed  down  by 
mobe 

Creswell  writes  fsr  FMB. 


Russian  man  meets  Jesus 
during  stay  in  Kentucky 


5  CENTER,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Pavel 
,  Tolmachev  came  to  America  to  learn 

B  about  agriculture  but  returned  home 
last  month  with  a  Christian  faith 
unknown  to  him  before.  Iblmachev 
became  a  duistian  through  tbe 
.>  ministry  of  Oscar  diurch  in  La 
'  (fenter,  Ky.  He  returned  to  Sverdlovsk, 
Russia,  with  plans  to  start  a  new 
Christian  ebura  in  an  area  whare 
nonk  eodsts. 

Tbbnacbev  operates  a  ISOecre  farm 
outside  Sverdlovsk  and  supervises  100 
other  farmers  in  the  legfon. 

Hw  RuMian  arrived  in  America 
laM  January  to  stuefe  U.S.  farming 
(Hieratioas.  While  visiting  in  western 
Kentucky,  the  fO-year-oidagroaomist 
was  ask^  if  he  knew  Jesus  Christ. 

“I  have  not  met  him  yet,” 
Ibimacbev  replied.  “Where  dom.ne 
live?”  Staying  with  the  Bill  Coop^ 
'family  of  Ia  Cfenter,  Iblmachev  came 
into  contact  with  Max  Gordon,  a 
fellow  former  and  deacon  at  Osair 
drarch:  Gordon  introduced  his  new 
friend  to  his  pastoi;  Marty  Brown,  who 
.  '  bc^an  tellii^  tbe  visitor  about  his 
foith  in  God.  Brown  said  Iblmachev 
found  tbe  ic^  of  God  bewildering  at 
flrst.  His  concept  of  a  god  had  men 
*  the  Soviet  government. 

Members  of  Omar  Church  obtain¬ 
ed  a  Russian  tnuHlatien  of  the  Bible 
'  and  iafvlted  Wmachev  to  attend  ser- 

I  vices  there.  In  the  pest  seven  months, 

'  the  Russian  farmer  has  read  tbe  Bi¬ 
ble  throu^  ei^t  times.  Brown  said. 

L  After  me  cnurchb  Jan.  8  prayer 


Robinson 

meetiiK,  Iblmachev  told  the  pastor  he 
wanted  to  become  a  (Thris^n.  The 
bivocational  pastor  quedoned  him  at 
length  to  be  certain  about  the 
decision. 

Iblmachev  was  baptized  Jan.  19  at 
nearby  Mt.  Pleasant  Church  wt^ 
was  flUed  to  capacity  for  tbe  occasion. 

Eforlier  in  January,  Ibbnacbev  had 
received  a  letter  from  Russian  Presi¬ 
dent  Boris  Yeltsin  asking  for  his  swift 
return  home  His  agrkniltural  leader¬ 
ship  akiBs  are  needed  during  tbe  cowi- 
trys  ecotxMnic  transition.  ■ 

Kentucky  Baptists  sent  Iblmachev 
back  to  his  city  of  1.5  million  pec^e 
with  a  copy  of  tbe  “Jesus”  flhn, 
several  Russian  Bibles,  and  a  visioa 
of  [Anting  a  church.  Iblmachev  said 
be  it  excited  about  telling  hfo  coun- 
trymoi  what  he  learned  in  America. 
“A  new  life  opened  wtule  I  lived  h^” 
he  said. 

Roblason  is  a  state  correspeodeat 
for  WESTERN  RECORDER, 
Keatacky.  — - 


There  is  a  tiaie  in  every  numb 
education  when  he  arrives  at  the  con¬ 
viction  that  em^  is  ignorance;  that 
imitatioa  is  suka^;  that  he  murt  take 
himselt  for  better  or  far  worsev  as  hisl 
parties;  that,  HievA  the  wide 
universe  is  full  of  good,  no  kernel  of 
nourishing  com  can  come  to  him  but 
through  Im  toil  bestowfed  on  that  plot 
of  pound  which  is  given  him  to  till. 
—  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  •>. 


IMAGES  OF  THE  RkST  —  Rising  in  front  of  a  mosque  in  and  a  racanl  revolution,  food  is  in  short  supply.  Southern  Bap- 


Tirana,  Akraniab  capital  city,  stands  a  aWue  of  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  national  heroaa  before  Uta  days  of  oommuniam.  Tha  moa- 
que  was  one  of  the  few  places  of  worship  left  standing  during 
the  communist  ara  and  was  leopanad  jual  laal  year.  As  the 
couf^  emerges  from  years  of  communist  mismaitagameni 


lists  ara  helping  donate  emergency  flour  that  keeps  the  peo¬ 
ple  Just  a  few  days  ahead  of  running  complataty  out  of  bread 
and  anticipele  sarKfing  missionariee  into  the  coufitry.  (BP  photo 
by  Keith  Parker) 


Birth  and  endurance  of  missions  will 
highlight  1992  Brimingham  meeting 


The  place:  Kettering,  England.  The 
year:  1792.  The  event:  tte  Baptist 
kilsaioiiafy  Soei^-appolato  WlBam 
(forey  as  a  misaknary  to  India. 

1792  marks  the  beginning  of  tbe 
modem  missioa  movrawnt.  On  April 
22-29, 1992,  at  Samford  Univenity  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Unioii,  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Ala.,  Souths  Baptists  will 
gather  to  observe  this  200th  anniver-' 
sary  and  to  look  at  the  past  and  future 
of  missions. 

“World  Missiofis:  Two  Centuries  of 
Baptist  Achievement'*  joint  annual 
meeting  theme  of  tbe  HiMorical  Com- 
mfesioo,  SBC,  and  the  Southern  Bap¬ 


tist  Historical  Society,  will  feature 
speakers  Leon  McBeth,  Carolyn 
Weatherford  Crumpler,.  Justice 
Anderson,  William  O’Brien,  Charles 
dumqr,  and  EHjee  Bentley. 

’The  two-day  event  will  focus  on  ^ 
Baptist  Missionary  Sodetv,  changes 
in  world  mission  work,  me  role  of 
womeD  in  Baptist  missions,  personal 
and  church  responses  to  the  foreign 
mission  call,  am  the  importance  of 
continuing  missions  support. 

(Cohosted  By  Samford  University 
and  Wbmanb  Aflssionarv  Unisn,  tlw 
meeting  will  include  a  fellowship  hm- 


cheon,  a  tour  of  the  WMU  Building,  a 
missions  drama  performed  by 
students  foom  Sanaf^  and  special 
video  presentatioos  by  the  Fbrdgn 
Mission  Board  and  the  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society. 

Discount  hotel  accommodations 
will  be  provided  by  the  Mountain 
Brook  Inn  of  Birmingham.  Reduced 
airfares  are  available  from  American 
Airtines.  For  more  information  or  to 
register  for  tbe  meeting,  write  the 
Historical  Commission,  SBC,  901 
Commerce  St.,  Suite  400,  Nashville, 
TN  araOMSSO  or  caH  (MS)  244-0844. 


Thursday,  February  20,  1992 
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EorTOR’s  Notebook 

Any  hope  for  abused  parents 


LOOKS  LVKE 
A  Re^L  .  , 

outpouring  ' 

OF  SUPPORT  J 

for  the 

HOME  MISSIONS 
OFFERING  f  ^ 


Guy  Henderson 


Abused  children  we  know!  Is  there  “Listen  to  me  for  a  day  —  an  hour 
such  a  thing  as  abused  parents?  This  —  a  moment! 
exidosive  issue  of  family  relationships  Lest  I  expire  in  my  terrible 
causes  heart-wrenching  problems  wilderness,  my  lonely  silence! 
dr^ng  the  family  ph^ically,  finan-  O  God,  is  there  no  one  to  listen?” 
dally,  and  worst  of  all,  emotionally. 

Fight  or  flight,  flee  or  flow,  seem  to  ,  .  -  j  ,i.-  • 

be  the  only  alternatives  and  perhaps 

the  only  ^mples  thanks  we  get  You  had  everything 

Like  the  cold  from  an  arctic  wind  a*”!  ^ 

our  souls  are  searing  with  the  hurt,  d^ms  for  you  lie  ^tter^.  Where 
Anger,  frustration,  confusion,  rejec-  ^ 
tion,  unappreciation,  dejxession,  and 
deep  resentment  grow  in  the 

darkness.  A  mother  finds  herself  in  I  d  rather  die  than  see  this  hap- 

constant  battle  with  a  teenage  son.  P®“- 
Poor  grades,  a  poor  attitude,  little  or 
no  communication,  and  seemingly  the  divorce  is  now  in  progress.  Both 


business.  Ask  God  to  heal  the  broken¬ 
ness.  Maintain  your  faith  and  draw 
near  to  the  LiHtl.  Seek  to  build  up  the 
“inner  man”  and  “mount  up  with 
wings  as  an  eagle.”  The  husband  and 
„  wife  must  support  eadi  other;  let  this 
Now  the  p^nts  speak:  After  ^  exporience  cause  you  to  draw  strength 

from  one  another.  Eind  a  suf^rt 
Q  groua  \bu  are  not  the  first  to  face  this 
problem.  Your  church  or  Sunday 
School  class,  close  friends  who  believe 
in  prayer,  community  groups  where 
sudi  problems  are  (fisctssed,  can  sup¬ 
port  you  with  great  strength  in  tho^ 
trying  days.  Check  your  bookstore  or 
chur^  ubrary  for;  The  Wounded 
What  has  been  called  a  parent-diild  Parent  by  Guy  Greenfield,  Baker 

Press;  Yonr  Frugal  Child  1^  James 
slamming  door  is  always  the  final  desperately  need  ead  other  but  their  D.  Kennedy,  Nelsm  Press;  Making 
word.  way  of  reaching  out  is  in  strong  words  Chiidrea  Mind  Without  Losing  Yours 

First  the  teenager  speaks.  “No  ac-  ofaccusatioaThechild,ine^ct,has  by  Itevin  Leman,  Revdl  Press;  Grow- 
tion  here.  I’m  going  out,”  “Ite  pr^-  reject^  your  lifestyle,  ymfr  system  of  ing  Parent,  Growing  Chiidren  by 
nant”  “1.  quit  school.  I’m  leaving  morality,yourchurch^yoUr  love,  and  Wayne  Grant,  Convention  Press;  The 
home,  I’ve  been  arrested.  I’m  old  seemingly  your  God.  The  sun  has  set  Single  Parent  by  Ginia  W.  Smith, 
enou^  to  do  as  I  please  . . .”  and  the  and  the  tei^  will  flow  tonight.  Rei^  Press;  and  other  family  books, 

list  could  be  much  longer.  Guy  Green-.  A  number  of  able  counscuiMS  give  Let  your  mind  wander  back  and 
fidd  in  The  Wounded  Parent  says  their  advice:  don’t  play  the  blame  reflect  on  the  best  days.  “Some  days 
when  the  bombshell  explodes,  ‘h  son  game,  don’t  ride  the  guilt  train,  don’t  are  diamonds,  some  days  are  gold.” 
or  daughter  has  gone  astray,  don’t  talk  much,  listen  a  lot,  and  abore  all.  Think  about  aU  the  good  times^  the 
panic.”  And  don’t  pull  up  your  dOnT  break  the  lines  of  conunuhica-  joy,  the  pnde  and  pleasure,  and  like 
drawbridge  and  refuse  to  lace  it  tion.  There  is  a  healing  process.  The  thie  warm  heat  of  summer,  let  it 
Seneca  of  old  expressed  it:  Great  Physician  is  still  in  the  healing  temper  that  arctic  blast. 


Prayer  is  foundation  of  FMB’ 
Green  Alert  mission  strategy 


Don’t  overlook  the  Home  Mission  Board 

—  Last  year  the  HMB  received  79,832  calls  on  the  Intercessory  Prayer 
Line 

—  The  Annie  Armstrong  Blaster  Offering  goal  is  |41  million. 

—  There  are  4,573  mission  personnel  workii^  in  all  SO  states  plus  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  American  Samoa,  the  Virgin  Island^  and  Canada. 

—  There  are  now  600  Korean  Baptist  churches  in  the  U.S.,  and  a  new 
one  is  begun  each  week. 

—  The  SBC  has  apfumimately  3,000  Spanish-speaking  churches. 

—  Jews  are  the  lar^tnon-Chiistian  group  in  America,  numbering  over 
5  million.  Islam  nuy  replace  Judaism  as  the  largest  group  by  the 
year  2000. 

—  Thm  is  a  mission  field  with  174  million  lost  people  They  call  it 
“America.” 
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FMB  meeting  roundup: 
trustees  set  up  talks 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Foreign 
Mission  Board  trustees  voted  Feb.  12 
to  hold  a  spiritual  retreat  with  board 
president  R.  Keith  Parks,  allocated 
hinds  fw  theological  education  in 
E^astem  Elurope,  and  named  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  work  on  relationships  with 
European  Baptists. 

In  other  action,  trustees  approved 
13.85  million,  including  |1  million  for 
Bibles  and  other  materials,  as  the  in¬ 
itial  installment  of  their  “Green 
Alert”  initiative  in  the  republics  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 

They  also  elected  Bill  G<rff,  a 
20-year  veteran  of  missions  in 
Venezuela,  as  area  director  for  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  Spanish  South  America ; 
named  a  writ^  and  editor  for  a  book 
on  the  mission  board’s  150-year 
history;  and  appointed  17 
missimiaries. 

The  new  appointments  bring  the 
mission  f(Mt:e  to  3,926  in  122  countries, 
with  work  extending  into  several  other 
nations. 

The  trustee  retreat  with  Parks  and 
board  staff  of  his  choosing  is  set  for 
March  19-20  in  a  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
area  hotel,  shortly  before  the  trustees 
hold  their  April  6-8  meeting  in  (Tlem- 
son,  S.C.  At  me  retreat  they  will  to  try 
to  resolve  the  cloudy  question  of 
Parks’  tenure  —  as  well  as  questions 
Parks  and  some  trustees  have  asked 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

about  willingness  for  mutual 
cooperation. 

lirustees  decided  on  the  retreat  for 
dialogue  and  pc^er  after  Parks,  in  an 
addr^  Feb.  12,  asked  them  either  to 
resolve  whether  his  tenure  would  last 
through  the  1995  date  he  had  re¬ 
quest^  or  to  “move  as  miidcly  as 
possible  to  change  leadermp.” 

Parks  asked  trustees  to  respond  to 
his  request  the  same  day  to  “lay  to 
rest  noany  anxieties”  or  at  most  no 
later  than  the  Afuril  meeting. 

During  the  ensuing  discussion, 
some  trustees  agreed  they  must  act 
immediately  to  assure  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  of  their  supp(»t  for  Parks  and 
missions.  Others  argued  for  a  delay  so 
Parks,  who  had  exi»ressed  stnmg 
disagmment  with  some  trustee  ac¬ 
tions,  could  address  his  own  will¬ 
ing!)^  to  work  cooperatively  with 
them. 

In  other  action,  trustees  divided  the 
$365,000  thqr  had  redirected  in  Oc¬ 
tober  to  theological  education  in 
Eastern  Europe  among  eight 
seminaries  in  tlut  area.  funds 
originally  were  budgeted  for  the  inter- 
national  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzenand. 

The  money  was  divided  among 
seminaries  in  Bulgaria,  $100,000; 
E)stonia,  $50,000;  the  Ukraine,  $50,000 


FMB  trustees  postpone  making 
decision  on  Keith  Parks’  future 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  — 
Whether  or  not  Keith  Parks  will  con¬ 
tinue  as  president  of  the  Foreim  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  may  depend  on  the  out¬ 
come  of  a  ‘Spiritual  retreat”  planned 
for  FMB  trustees  and  select  staff 
members  March  19-20  at  the  Dallas- 
Fort  WMlh  airport. 

After  delaying  a  vote  of  confidence 
on  Parks  Feb.  trustees  agreed  to 
h<Hd  the  retreat  in  response  to  Parks’ 
request  that  they  re^ve  lingering 
(]|u^oa8  about  bow  long  be  wfll  con- 
tinue  to  serve  as  presiwnt,  a  topic 
widely  discussed  across  the  Souths 
Baptist  Convention  since  at  least  last 
siunmer. 

“The  question  I  believe  mis¬ 
sionaries,  staff,  and  Southern  Baptists 
deserve  to  have  answered  is:  ‘What 
wta  be  the  tenure  of  the  current  presi- 
dent?’  ”  he  told  trustees  on  the  last 
day  of  their  Feb.  10-12  meeting. 

Pailu  also  warned  that  Southern 
Baptists’  12-mr  theological  and 
politiOBlfooflKt  has  “brou^t  diange 
and  crisis  to  our  world  mmion  pro¬ 
gram”  and  that  the  resulting  distnnt 


By  Robert  DUday 

“is  contributing  to  an  oosion  (rf  sound 
numa^ment  (at  the  FMB)  that  is 
reaching  critical  proportions.” 

He  said  settling  the  issue  of  his 
tenure  immediately  would  “resolve 
ma^  peobleins  and  lay  to  rest  m^ 
anxieties.”  But  be  add^  he  is  willing 
to  wait  for  an  answer  until  the  board’s 
April  8-10  meeting  if  earlier  resolution 
‘does  not  seem  l^iUe  nor  wise” 

The  retreat  proposal  was  approved 
in  place  of  an  amrmation  of  Parks 
reconunended  by  Jack  Bledsoe  of 
Fordyce,  Ark.  “We  (the  board)  are  in 
deep  water  and  weVe  got  to  decide  if 
we’re  going  to  sink  or  svdm  . .  .,”Bled- 
soe  wam^  He  urged  trustees  to  “go 
on  record  assuring  the  president  of 
our  prayerful,  personal,  and  combin¬ 
ed  suppwt  of  w  leadership  through 
the  time  of  tenure  be  h^  ouUin- 
ed;  .7’ 

Last  August  Parks,  who  turns  65  in 
October,  told  trustees  be  fdt  God 
wanted  him  to  remain  as  president 
through  1906  to  maintain  stability  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  unusual  misskm  ep- 
poriunities  offered  by  changes  in 


Extern  Europe  and  the  disintegra¬ 
tion  of  the  former  Soviet  Union.  He 
also  presented  a  plan  of  renewed  mis¬ 
sions  emphases  to  take  advantage  of 
the  new  opportunities. 

But  some  trustees,  disturbed  by  in¬ 
creased  tension  between  Parks  and 
the  board  over  missions  philosophy, 
have  suggested  Parks  should  lave 
earlier,  periiaps  by  October. 

Bill  Htill  of  Danville,  Ky.,  moved  to 
replace  Bledsoe’s  motion  with  a 


question  until  the  board's  April  6-8 
meeting.  Drustees  accepted  a  sugges¬ 
tion  from  Mike  Goodv^  of  Festus, 
Ma,  to  modify  Hall’S  substitute  mo¬ 
tion  and  hold  a  retreat  prior  to  the 
April  meeting.  Any  derision  made 
during  the  retreat  likely  would  be 
ratified  in  April.  _  . . 

'  "We  ns^  a  format  and  a  time  that 
will  allow  ui  to  get  together  for  one 
reason,  one  purpose,  one  single  agen¬ 
da,”  said  Goodwin,  referring  to  Parks’ 
r^UoDship  to  the  board.  “The  ques¬ 
tion  put  before  us  deserves  that  oppor¬ 
tunity.” 

(See  PMIKt  on  page  5) 


Pablisbed  Since  1177 


in  Kiev  and  $50,(X)0  in  Odessa;  Russia, 
$50,000;  Latvia,  $45,000;  and  Romania, 
$10,000  in  Bucharest  and  $10,000  in 
Oradea.  The  work  in  Orqdea  receiv¬ 
ed  an  earlier  $50,000  from  the  board 
for  constructim  of  the  Second  Baptist 
ClMirch,  which  sponsors  the  seminary 
there. 

The  committee  to  went  on  relation¬ 
ships  witii  E)uropean  Baptists  will  res- 
po^  to  an  invitation  from  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptot  Federation  to  explore 
relationships  in  the  wake  «  the 
trustees’  vote  to  defund  the 
Ruschlikon  seminary.  It  will  meet 
with  European  Bai^t  leados  in 
Elurqje,  with  the  place  and  date  to  be 
detennined. 

Trustee  committee  members  are 
Steve  Hardy  of  North  Carolina,  John 
Simms  of  Virginia,  Hoyt  Sav^e  of 
Nevada,  John  Jackson  of  (^alifrania, 
Joel  Gregory  ot  Iricas,  and  Pat 
Bullock  of  Ibxas.  The  conunittee  also 
includes  Pariu  and  Winston  Crawley, 
interim  vice  pr^dmt  fv  Ehvqpe,  the 
Middle  Elast,  alld  North  Africa. 

In  other  matters: 

—  Trustees  heard  a  report  that 
Parks  and  interim  Elurope  vice  presi¬ 
dent  Crawley  will  rep^  to  the  board 
in  April  about  their  discussions  with 
Ruschlikon  seminary  president  John 
David  Hopper  about  fund-raising  in 
(See  ROUNDUP  on  page  8) 


READY  TO  LEAD  —  Morris  Chapman,  as  the  new  presidenl-traasurer  of  the 
Southern  BaptM  Executive  Committee,  wHI  bring  vision,  administrative  skiii,  and  a 
compassionate  heart  to  one  of  the  most  influential  positions  in  the  convention,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  search  committee  that  recommended  his  Feb.  17  election  to  the  job. 
The  Executive  0>mminee  he  win  lead  aHocatee  more  than  $140  million  in  Cooperative 
Program  mission  arid  ministry  funds  given  by  Southern  Baptists  across  the  country 
and  it  acts  in  behalf  of  Baptists  between  annual  convention  meetings.  Chapman,  shown 
here  addressing  the  1991  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is  completing  his  second 
one-year  term  as  convention  president  and  wHI  assume  his  new  post  after  presiding 
over  this  year’s  June  9-11  meeting  in  Indianapolis.  He  has  been  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  since  1979.  (BP  photo  by  Mark  Sandlin)  - 

Morris  Chapman  elected. 


The  SBC  Ebcecutive  Committee 
unanimously  elected  Morris  CSiap- 
man  as  wesident-treasurer  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  Meeting  E^  17-18 
in  Nashville  the  committee  selected 
CSiaiH^n,  51,  to  begin  his  duties 
following  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ckmvention  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  in  mid  June  Chapman  is 
of  First  Church,  Wichita  Fhlls, 
Tritas,  and  will  be  concluding  his  se¬ 
cond  year  as  SBC  president. 

Chapman  has  visited  mapy  mission 


fields  and  travelled  broadly  sui^r- 
ting  SBC  causes. 

The  new  president-treasurer  will 
administer  a  $140  million  dollar 
budget  and  work  with  the  powerful 
Exeirative  Committee 

Chapman  is  a  Kosciusko  native  and 
a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Chllege  and 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

M(Me  (Ml  other  actitms  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  in  next  week’s 
edition. 


Hewett  says  missionaries 
responding  to  CBF  offer 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (ABP)  - 
“Scores”  of  dissatisfied  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  around  the  world 
have  contacted  the  Cooperative  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship  asking  if  they  can 
“switch  over”  to  Fellowship  sponsor¬ 
ship  and  support,  according  to 
moderator  John  He^t. 

“I  ^  letters  and  phone  calls  everv 
day  man  missi<marie8  sick  to  death 
(d  what  the  Forrign  kCssion  Board 
trustees  are  dring,”  said  Hewett, 
pastor  of  First  Church  at  Asheville, 
N.C.  “Their  morale  is  at  rock  bottom.” 

Ihe  Fellowship’^  coordinating  coun¬ 
cil  voted  Jan.  11  to  offer  employment 
to  missionaries  in  Eun^  af^  the 
FMBh  top  two  administrators  for  tte 
region  left  in  protest  of  recent  trusts 
actions. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
3,926  missionaries  working  in  122 
countries.  One  mtssfonary  coimie  in 
Rianania  already  has  resigned  over 
FMB  policy  in  Europe.  A 
spokeswoman  for  the  FMB  said  no 
others  are  known  to  be  leaving 
because  of  the  Ifellowship’s  offer. 

Those  who  have  contacted  the 
Fellows^  “are.  not  ‘liberals’  who 
deqy  the  Sciiptines,”  Hewett  said. 
“Tb^  are  (H>d-called  Christian 
ministers,  servants  who  have 
dedicated  their  very  lives  to  incama- 
tional  evangelism  am  misBionB  a  long 
way  from  home” 

‘1  expect  increasing  numbers  of 
missionaries  currently  on  furiough  to 


remain  in  the  States  instead  of  retur¬ 
ning  to  the  field,  assuming  the  FMB 
trustees  would  even  allow  them  to,” 
Hewett  said. 

Hewett  and  some  members  ri  the 
Fellowship’s  missions  committee,  the 
^obal  missions  ministry  group,  met 
in  Richmond  recently  with  the  two 
departing  administrators  —  Isam 
Ballenger,  FMB  vice  president  for 
Europe,  the  Middle  Elast,  and  Noth 
Africa,  and  Keith  Parker,  area  direc¬ 
tor  for  Europe.  The  pair  announced 
Jan.  7  they  would  take  early  retire¬ 
ment. 

Hewett  said  the  Fellowship  group 
sought  advice  from  the  two  men  on 
how  to  minister  in  Europe.  “We 
discussed  the  possibility  that  they 
might  wish  to  he  employed  by  the 
Feuowship,”  Hewett  add^  “but  we 
weren’t  tbm  to  talk  employment.  We 
were  there  to  discuss  strategy.” 

In  January,  the  Fellowship  receiv¬ 
ed  $732,000  fe  contributions,  about 
twice  the  monthly  average  for  1991. 
Hewett  said  the  vear-to-date  total  as 
of  Feb.  10  was  about  $1  million. 

The  Fellowship  brought  in  $4.5 
niillion  in  196L  but  about  three-fourths 
of  that  was  channelled  to  triiditibhal 
Baptist  agencies  and  not  the 
FeUowship’k  own  efforts.  Fellowship 
leaders  concede  the  moup  will  need 
to  generate  a  massive  increase  in 
funding  in  order  to  make  good  on  its 
promise  to  pick  up  dissatisfied  FMB 
missionariM  in  Europe. 
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Voice  of  Calvary  founddS"  begins 
outreach  to  those  seeking  love 


John  Parkins  introducos  UrtMn  FiinNy  magazine.  (Photo  by  J.  D.  Schwahn,  The 
Ctafton-Ledger). 


Urban  Family  magazine: 

^54  voice  of  hope  and  progress  .  .  . 
for  building  strpng  families^^ 


Black  murders  black.  This  has 
become  a  daily  occurrence  in  Jacteon 
and  in  other  cities  across  the  nation. 

“It  is  the  Uth  hour  lor  the  black 
community,”  said  John  Perkins, 
founder  of  Voice  of  Calvary  Ministries 
in  Jackson.  “It  is  time  fw  black  peo¬ 
ple  to  take  responsibility  for  their  own 
lives,  the  liv  s  of  their  children,  and 
the  lives  (rf  t  le  community.” 

Perkins  said  there  is  no  Christian 
voice  out  there,  in  the  urban  areas 
among  blacks.  Hence  he  is  launching 
a  quality  national  magazine.  Urban 
Family,  a  magazine  to  address  thev, 
needs  of  blacks  in  the  city.  “There  ate 
other  magazines  for  blacks,”  he  said, 
“But  none  from  a  Christian  stand¬ 
point,  that  stress  responsibility  and 
moral  character.  Tne  black  com¬ 
munity  25  years  ago  had  religious 
values.  That  is  gone  now  from  the 
urban  inner  city  community.  Vbung 
people  growing  thoe  now  nave  had 
no  rriigious  train^.” 

The  new  magazine  was  introduced 
during  a  kick-^f  breakfast  Feb.  7  at 
Franks  Restaurant  in  Jackson.  Its 
headquarters  will  be  in  Jackson,  with 
Perkins’  son,  Spencer,  as  e^tw. 
Layout  and  editii^  are  to  be  done  in 
Jackson,  with  publishing  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  where  Erkins  lives.  Subscrip¬ 
tion  price  for  the  quarterly  is  $10  a 
year.  In  addition  to  a  regular  group  of 
staH  writers,  freelance  articles  and 
photographs  that  meet  the  needs  will 


be  accepted. 

'niough  written  with  blacks  in  mind. 
Urban  Family  will  also  be  oi  inter¬ 
est  to  whites  who  have  a  concern 
for  urban  America,  Perkins  said.  “It 
is  a  mission  problem  for  all  peofde 
and  the  whole  church  to  carry  the 
g0|^l  to  every  creature.” 

llie  marazine’s  logo  is  black  on 
white  or  white  on  bla^.  “Whites  and 
blacks  have  to  work  together,” 
Perkins  said,  “We  can  learn  from 
each  other,  if  we  learn  to  know  each 
other  better  —  what  we  are  thinking  ” 

On  the  inside  cover  of  the  flrst  issue, 
he  has  written,  “This  magazine  will 
focus  on  building  up  the  urban  fami¬ 
ly.  It  will  be  a  voice  of  hope  and  pro¬ 
gress,  dedicated  to  builoi^  stixxig 
tomilies;  devel(^>ing  youth  into  hard¬ 
working  citizens  wiUi  high  aspira¬ 
tions;  taking  back  communities  from 
gangs  and  dr^  pushers;  and  en¬ 
couraging  racial  recoociliatioiL  We 
seek  to  build  indigenous  leadership 
with  solid  moral  and  spiritual  values 
who  do  not  use  race  as  a  badge  of 
privilege  nor  as  a  noose  of  inferiori¬ 
ty.  We  see  this  magazine  as  a  mission, 
as  a  way  to  reach  and  develop  people 
in  the  urban  community.” 

lb  subscribe  to  Urban  Family,  or  to 
submit  articles  or  photos,  write 
Spaocer  Perkins  at  1831  Robinson  St, 
Jackson,  MS  39209  or  call  him  at 
354-1563. 


‘1  think  those  responsiUe  for  all  this 
crime  today  —  a  lot  of  the  people  — 
are  trying  to  find  love,  and  meanii^ 
in  life,  and  they  haven’t  found  it”  Ihis 
is  the  opinion  of  John  Perkins,  founder 
and  pi^idmit  emeritus  oi  Voice  of 
Calvary  Ministries  in  Jackson. 

Perkuis,  a  black  and  a  “third  grade 
(foop-out”  foom  Newfaebrc^  Miss.,  has 
since  the  ’60s  been  active  in  conununi- 
ty  development  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  The  holdo-  of  three 
honorary  doctorates,  he  has  become 
internationally  knovra  as  an  author 
and  speakn- and  has  lectured  at  such 

E laces  as  Harvarc^  Oxford,  and  the 
fniversi^  of  Berlin.  His  latest  ven¬ 
ture  is  the  mtroduction  of  a  new 
magazine.  Urban  Family,  whidi  will 
focus  on  building  up  the  urban  fami¬ 
ly.  In  the  first  issue,  he  asks  that 
readers  (especially  blacks,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  not  excluding  whites)  “reach 
out  and  help  s<»neone  else  along,”  — 
some  young  person  in  the  inner  city 
who  nWds  love  and  encouragement. 

Perkins  himself  knows  what  it 
means  to  carry  the  weight  of  a  need 
for  love.  R  was  not  until  he  returned 
from  the  Korean  War  that  he  became 
a  Christian.  Until  then  his  fomily 
background  had  been  anti-religious. 
Tbou^  he  had  met  his  wife,  Vera 
Mae,  at  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church 
in  MississipiM,  he  admits  he  was  there 
“for  the  socializing  and  not  for  wor¬ 
ship.” 

After  the  war,  Pmkins’  little  boy, 
Spencer,  was  attending  a  Good  News 
Club  (or  (Thild  Evangelism  Fellow¬ 
ship)  and  invited  his  dad  to  Sunday 
School.  This  was  in  California,  where 
Perking  had  at  age  17, 

Perkins’  visit  to  Sunday  School  led 
to  his  desire  to  study  the  Bible  for 
himself.  ‘The  W<u*d  of  God  really  got 
throu^  to  me,”  he  recalls.  “Fbr  the 
first  time,  I  was  able  to  see  that  dod 
loved  me”  Galatians  2:20  teought  this 
truth  home  to  him:  “I  am  crucified 
with  Christ:  nevertheless  I  live;  yet 
notl,  butChristlivethinme:  and  the 
life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live 
by  the  foith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  lov¬ 
ed  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me” 

“I  was  looldng  for  that  kind  of  love,” 
be  said  on  a  recent  trip  to  Jackson  to 
uuncfa  the  new  magazine  “I  had  a 
drive  to  do  tfamgs  that  would  make  me 
a’cceptable  In  the  Mississippi  of  that 
day,  I  was  nobody.  I  was  one  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  love  I  was  a  rnggo:” 

During  his  childhoodin  Lawrence 
County  of  the  ’30s  and  ’40s,  his  family 
made  a  meager  living  as  sharecrop¬ 
pers  in  the  cotton  fidds  and  as  seOers 
of  bootleg  whiskey.  His  mother  died  of 
pellagra  when  be  was  less  than  a  year 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

old;  then  he  went  to  live  with  his 
Grandma  Perkins,  who  was  m  busy 
rearing  a  whole  bunch  of  cousins  that 
she  h^  little  time  for  each  individual. 

His  first  memory  of  seeing  his 
father  is  when  he  was  four:  “He  held 
me  in  his  arms  and  said  to  me,  ‘Hove 

Sou!’  ”  It  was  so  wonderful  to  him  to 
ave  someone  of  his  own  who  express¬ 
ed  love  for  hinti,  be  said  la^,  it  was 
a  wonder  he  slept  any  that  night  at 
But  next  morning  his  fother  left  again. 
When  the  boy  tried  to  follow,  the  dad 
would  switch  him  and  teD  him  to  go 
back.  Even  that  John  didn’t  mind  so 
much  because  it  showed  his  daddy 
cared  and  that  there  was  a  relation¬ 
ship  b^ween  them. 

All  his  life  then,  be  seardied  for 
love,  until  at  last  in  God  he  found  it 
After  he  discovered  Galatians  2:30,  he 
heard  a  sermon  on  Romans  3:23: 
“The  wages  of  sin  is  deatii.”  Later,  in 
his  Me  story.  Let  Jnstice  Roll  Down, 
he  wrote,  “My  sin  was  against  a  holy 
God  who  lovi^  me,  who  had  already 
paid  for  my  sins.  I  was  sinning  in  the 
mce  of  his  kve.  I  didn’t  want  tosin  ai^ 
more,  (jod  for  a  black  man?  Yes,  this 
black  man.  Me.  That  morning  I  said 
yes  to  Jesus  Christ.” 

“Emotional  rebellion  has  always 
been  a  part  (rf  me,”  he  said,  “rebellion 
against  mediocrity,  against  thi^ 
ttet  are  not  ri^t  I  v^comed  the  <3^ 
rights  movonent.  I  was  ‘bom  tordsel’ 
against  the  status  qua” 

A  Baptot  (Jiun±  in  Clalitoma 
licensed  him  to  (weach  the  gospel.  He 
began  his  ministry  in  Mendeirfiall  in 
1961  as  Mendenhall  Ministries,  when 
be  saw  the  need  to  address  the  needs 
of  the  bla(dt  community.  Latar  he 
branched  out  to  Voice  of  (Calvary 
Ministries  in  Jackson  and  Harambee 
Oiristian  Family  Cteter  in  Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Now  he  is  also  active  in  Christian 
Community  Development  Associa¬ 
tion,  national  orgaiuzation  of  grass¬ 
roots  people  —  parents,  teachers, 
businessmen,  and  community 
developers  from  100  organizations  in 
25  states  who  share  a  burden  to  bring 
God’s  love  to  the  inner  (tito  m 
America.” 

Throu^  the  John  Perkins  Founda¬ 
tion  be  (ioers  cxdlege  scbolanhips  so 
that  ymum  people  can  acquire  skills 
they  need  for  development  in  their 
own  communities. 

He  said  be  plans  to  retire  before 
1(^  and  return  to  Jackson  to  live  Of 
his  ei^t  children,  three  live  in 
Mississippi  and  Hve  in  CaMomia. 

“My  kta  of  fun,”  be  said,  “iitoac- 
cept  a  challenge  I  can  gk  excited 
about  little  ideas,  little  <±allenges. 


There  is  a  certain  joy  that  comes  in 
taking  a  risk,  and  putting  your  enemy 
behind  it  That  is  stimulating  to  me” 

He  sai(l  be  believes  that  people  with 
lives  full  of  mithusiasm  and  joy  won’t 
have  as  many  colds  and  minor  ill- 
nesses  as  folks  who  don’t  understand 

what  life  is  all  about  Those  who  know 

no  real  meaning  in  life  and  have 
nothing  to  fill  their  time  will  let 
sickness  rule  them. 

He  continued,  “One'k  success  has  to 
do  with  onek  ability  to  harness  energy 
and  to  use  it  My  energv  must  be 
directed  and  I  must  see  adUevement 
Lack  of  reimonsibility  in  people 
bothers  me  Some  say  my  failure  is 
that  I  will  give  up  on  pecmle  before  1 
giveiq>onmyprojects.IfThaveavi- 
sioo  and  other  peciide  don’t  iHck  iq)  on 
it  and  go  with  me  as  fast  as  I  would 
like,  I  am  prone  to  go  around  them 
ratho'  than  wait” 

The  tou^test  time  in  his  life? 
“When  I  was  almost  beaten  to  death 
in  the  Brandon  jail.  It  was  the  darkest 
day  of  my  life  I  came  to  grips  vidth 
bibhcal  truth.” 

In  Let  Justice  Roll  Down,  one  of 

seven  books  he  has  written,  he  told  the 
story  of  that  1970  jail  encounter:  A 
group  of  black  coU^  students  were 
arrested  following  an  alleged  traffic 
violation.  This  was  following  their 
march  in  Mendenhall  connected  with 
a  boycott.  Someone  called  John 
Perkins  to  see  if  he  could  come  to  the 
jail  and  obtain  their  release  When  he 
arrived,  be  writes  in  his  book,  he  was 
k^  overnight  and  during  that  time 
was  tortured  and  beaten  into  un¬ 
consciousness  m(Me  than  once. 

..  LiMalwp^als, that  followed  this  and 
another  jailing  left  him  with  ulcers 
and  despair.  ’Then  after  surgery  to 
have  part  (rf  his  stomach  removed,  be 
remembers:  ‘TheSpiritof  God  work¬ 
ed  on  me  while  I  lav  in  that  bed .... 
His  enemies  hated,  but  Jesus  fngave 
I  couldn’t  get  away  from  that .... 

“Because  (rf  Q^t,  God  himself 
met  me  and  healed  my  heart  and 
mind  with  tove .... 

‘The  problem  is  spiritual:  black  or 
white,  we  all  need  to  be  bom  again. 

“Itk  a  profound,  mysterious  truth — 
Jesus’  concept  of  low  overpowering 
hate.  I  may  not  see  its  vtetiiry  in  my 
lifetime  But  I  know  ifk  true  I  know 
itk  true  because  it  happened  to  me 
On  that  bed,  full  of  farulBes  and  stitch¬ 
es  —  God  made  it  true  in  me” 

A  verse  whi(k  he  refers  to  often  — 

Nahum  1:7  —  be  said,  is  (not  suipris- 
ingly)  another  that  speaks  of  (tod’s 
lore:  **1110  Lord  is  gooid,  a  stronghold 
in  the  day  of  troiriNe  mid  be  knoweth 
them  that  trust  in  him.” 


Virginia  conservative  group  urges  seminary  to  fire  professor 

By  HerbiloUiager 

B.dU«  Pn«  1»  Jooes. 


Baptist  Press  by  Jones. 

The  grow  (karged  Marshall  with 
Frank  Caffey  of  puiming  Cmistianity  has  been  an  in- 
suit  to  women. 

'The  Gospel  has  not  been  good  to 

women,”  the  group  quoted  Mar¬ 
is  tdhng  the  Averett  feculty  and 
JlUrauuuywuo-  gtudents 

the  universe  is  assigned  a  sexual  iden- 

nnsUinn  Not  ooly  Is  Itl  'yeformed  image 

of  W”  the  paper  quoted  Marshall 

_ 

groups  in  the  (Southern  Baptist)  Coii-  statements  she  made  at  Averett  Col-  stake.” 

vention  who  ^use  to  accept  majori-  lege  are  not  only  a  violation  of  her  Marshall  also  called  for  the  church 

ty  rule.”  Until  Marshall’s  addresses,  responsibilities  to  the  Baptist  people,  to  abanto  gender-exdusive  language 

Concern^  Baptist  Laymm  was  an  but  are  an  (men  affront  to  the  vwy  about  God,  according  to  the 

‘  informal  ’  gnxm  of  about  a  dozen  foundations  of  our  (Sirfetian  feith,”  the  newspaper  account. 

men,  Jones  said,  “but  that  speech  group  said  in  iU  letter,  provided  to  Hellfaiger  is  director  of  BP. 


fr"  ‘‘J  ^minanr  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  present  for  Marshall’s  lectures  but  In  the  group’s  letter  to  the  three 

1  for  the  firing  of  Averett  College  wm  adamant  in  their  reports  from  staff  who  were  there  in-  Virginia  trustees  —  Fiouik  C«£icv  o 
iry  profes^  ^  displeasure  both  in  what  the  Danville  dinted  nothing  faintly  resembling  the  Martinsville; ’Tim  Piland  of  Sirffolk- 
f  her  position.  newspaper  reported  and  the  method  article  in  the  paper.  and  Julian  Pentecost  of  Richmond  — 

I,  the  seminary  s  the  conservative  group  is  using  in  at-  The  Danville-based  conservative  Marshall  was  charged  with  sroaslv 
profess^  was  the  tacking  Marshall.  group  “urgently  requested”  the  misusing  “the  powers  of  the  nosition 

Lverett  (follege  m  “This  is  a  hatchet  job  of  the  first  remiwal  of  ^  ffrmm  cibkH  ni  ravkliocBAi*  a*ui  Umw  sIiaIj  I 
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From  page  3 

Only  about  eight  trustees  voted 
against  i^tponement. 

While  he  indicated  be  would  have 
preferred  settling  the  teMire  question 
this  month,  Parb  appeared  resigned 
to  the  scheme  adopM  by  the  board. 

“I  hope  we  can  get  a  deflnitive 
answer  by  Aiaril,”  he  told  ABP.  “I  bad 
hoped  that  after  the  affirmation  and 

Gsitive  events  on  Monday  they  could 
ve  felt  free  to  affirm  me  today.  It 
kind  of  delays  things  fm*  a  coiq>ie  of 
months.” 

Parks’ unexpected  challen«FiebL  12 
came  two  daj^  after  he  and  trustees 
appeared  to  have  defused  seva«l 
months  (rf  speculation  that  the  board 
would  speed  up  his  retirement  or  even 
fire  Urn. 

Thatees  have  generally  affirmed 
Parks’  leadership  since  he  announc¬ 
ed  in  August  his  intention  to  stay  on 
until  1995.  But  few  have  publicly  en¬ 
dorsed  his  request  to  remain  until 
1996.  An  interim  report  in  December 
from  a  subconunittee  charged  with 
recommending  a  respxMise  to  Parks’ 
August  announcement  escpressed  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  the  missions  emphasis 
but  stressed  that  no  one  persm  was 
indispensable  in  implementing  it. 
That  response  renewed  questions  that 
trustees  might  not  permit  him  to 
remain. 

The  president’s  tenure  was 
rendered  more  precarious  when  he 
opposed  the  defunding  last  October  of 
the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
Ruschukon,  Switzerland,  and  by  his 
presence  at  a  Jan.  7  news  conference 
in  which  two  top  staff  members  an¬ 
nounced  their  early  retirements  to 
protest  trustee  actimis. 

Prank  criticisms  by  Isam 
Balienger,  vice  president  tor  Eluro{SSr~ 
the  Middle  Blast,  and  North  Africa, 
and  Keith  Parker,  area  director  for 
Europe,  outraged  some  trustees,  who 
scheduled  an  unusual  board  meeting 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  Parks  FSb. 
10,  at  the  outset  of  this  month’s 
regular  board  session. 

Normally  trustees  conduct  business 
in  committees  for  two  days  before 
convening  as  a  full  board.  But  trustees 


said  they  didn’t  want  to  wait  to  ask 
Parks  why  he  permitted  the  news  con¬ 
ference  to  be  Md  at  the  FMB’s  head- 
quartos  and  why  he  did  not  respond 
to  the  retiring  staffers’  allegations 
against  trustees. 

However,  Parks  and  trustees  avoid¬ 
ed  a  showdown  at  the  Peb.  10  meeting 
and  at  a  closed  meeting  of  the  chair¬ 
man^  council  which  preceded  it 

Instead,  the  board  amrmed  a  list  of 
seven  missions  prindides  lo^  b^  by 
the  board  and  stated  its  willingness  to 
work  with  the  meskfent.  Several 
trustees  described  the  devdopment  as 
a  “miracle”  and  an  answer  to  mrayer. 

But  in  committee  sessions  the  next 
day,  other  trustees  continued  to  ex- 
preM  anger  at  Parks’  handling  of  the 
news  conference  The  board’s  com- 
inunications  cmiunittee  fcained  a 
pcmel  of  trustees  and  staff  to  recom¬ 
mend  procedures  fw  calling  press 
conferences. 

In  the  board’s  strategy  committee, 
the  president  report^y  asked  for 
clarification  of  h»  status.  After  can¬ 
did  discussion,  the  committee  adopted 
no  specific  reply,  simply  asking  the 
subcommittee  examining  Parks’ 
August  statement  to  continue  its  work 
for  an  indefinite  period. 

’  The  additional  delay  may  have 
sparked  Parks’  decision  to  put  the 
question  in  a  more  public  setting  the 
next  morning.  The  missions  l^der 
told  ABP  he  had  asked  for  an  answer 
last  Au^t,  discussed  it  with  trustees 
in  Octdaer,  and  raised  the  question 
once  more  in  committee  this  week. 

“I  just  felt  everybody  seems  to  be 
in  su^  uncertainty  that  in  aU  fairness 
it  needed  to  be  said,”  said  Parks,  who 
told  trustees  he  did  not  complete  the 
statement  until  late  the  previous 
night. 

In  his  statement.  Parks  assured 
trtBtees  that  by  sed^  daiiflcatioa, 
“1  am  not  asking  for  a  vote  of  con¬ 
fidence  nor  affirmation  nor  agree¬ 
ment  nor  blanket  approval  to 
whatever  I  do  or  say.  I  am  simply  ask¬ 
ing  if  I  have  the  option  of  exerting 
positive  leadership  and  trying  to  fulfiO 
the  vision  I  believe  God  gave  me  un¬ 
til  1996. 

“If  not,  then  I  urge  the  board  to 
move  as  quickly  as  possible  to  change 


leadership.  If  so,  then  I  pledge  myself 
to  work  as  harmoniously  as  possible 
with  trustees  in  allying  tboM  seven 
(missions  strategy)  prindtdes  you  af¬ 
firmed  unanimously  . . . 

Parks  told  trusts  that  some  of 
their  recent  actions  —  apparently  in¬ 
cluding  the  defunding  of  Ruschlikon 
seminary  last  vrar  because  of  alleg¬ 
ed  liberal  teaching  —  had  led  him  to 
“regrettably,  sadly”  acknowledge  that 
the  SBC  co^ct  “has  brought  change 
and  crisis  to  our  world  missimi  pro¬ 
gram.” 

“Fbr  the  12  years  I  have  bem  in  this 
role  we  have  prayed  and  struggled  to 
keep  our  agaxla  on  the  kind  of  mis¬ 
sions  entne^  to  us  by  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,”  he  said.  “But  a  drastic  shift  is 
ai^mratly  now  taking  shape” 

The  shift  is  based  partly  on ‘kerious 
misperceptions,”  m  said.  “Some 
trustees  have  alleged  that  there  are 
missionaries  and  staff  who  are  ‘neo- 
orthodox’  and  do  not  believe  the  Bi¬ 
ble  ....  In  my  46  years  of  preaching, 
no  (Mie  has  ever  accused  me  of  not 
believing  the  Bible  The  missionaries, 
staff,  and  our  international  Baptist 
partners  believe,  live  and  prrach 
God’&  WMd,  as  much  as  any  of  their 
critics.” 

Changes  have  also  occurred  in  the 
“indigmous  principle”  which  he  call¬ 
ed  ‘^central”  to  the  board’s  missiims 
philosophy. 

That  ((xindide)  means  we  seek  to 
remove  our  American,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  culture  present  the  simple  gospel, 
and  watch  the  Holy  Spirit  develop 
churches  and  conventions  that  are  ht 
home’  in  their  country _ Our  rela¬ 

tionship  with  other  Baptist  bodies  can 
never  be  an  attempt  to  just  extend  oiff 
own  American  churches  qr  conven¬ 
tion  nor  an  effort  to  dictate  belief  and 
practice. 

Tl  appears  to  me  that  a  shift  has  oc¬ 
curred  when  this  board  is  expecting 
theological  conformity  from  those 
who  receive  Southern  Baptist  money,” 
he  continued.  ‘T  am  as  concerned 
about  correct  biblical  belief  as  anyone 
is,  but  to  use  money  to  produce  it  is 
not  the  biblical  nor  Baptist  way.” 

Parks  also  cited  a  “nasic  lack  of 
trust  in  me  and  many  of  the  staff  and 
missionaries.” 


“Some  trustees  have  indicated  this 
lack  of  trust  in  me  has  roots  in  my 
resistance  to  identifying  with  one  fac- 
tim  of  the  controversy  ....  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  taking  sides  would  have 
ckme  great  harm  to  missim  support. 

“Nor  could  I  conscientiously  sup¬ 
port  only  one  side  because  I  believe 
we  need  both  sides.” 

He  also  noted  that  “this  is  not,  as 
has  been  charged,  a  controversy  be¬ 
tween  one  group  that  believes  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  one  that  does  not.  That  is  an 
absolute  falsehood.” 

The  mistrust  “in  the  administrative 
stafi  is  contributing  to  an  erosion  of 
sound  management  and  has  resulted 
in  “violations  of  several  elements  in 
the  trustee  manual,”  he  added.  In  de¬ 
fiance  of  board  guidelines,  trustees 
are  bypassing  the  president  to  deal 
direcUy  with  staff  and  missionaries, 
he  charged. 

“This  administrative  staff  cannot 
function  properly  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,’’  he  said. 

-  Parks  reminded  trustees  of  new 
ministry  opportunities  overseas  and 
the  “brief  window”  of  three  to  five 
years  in  which  the  board  can  take 
maximum  advantage  of  them. 

“We'  need  strong,  certain  leadership 
to  get  us  through  this  perio^”  he  said. 

can  establish  some  spiritual  out¬ 
posts  while  the  opportunities  exist. 
Then,  these  sinritual  communities 
could  function  and  expand  while  we 
diverted  time  and  energy  necessary 
to  change  leadership.” 

However,  he  said  “maintaining  pre¬ 
sent  leadership  in  an  uncertain  role 
would  be  worse”  than  selecting  a  new 
president  in  the  midst  of  unusual 
overseas  opportunities.  He  then  urg-  - 
ed  the  board  to  resolve  the  questions 
surrounding  his  tenure. 

Trustees  who  opposed  the  call  for  a 
retreat  also  wanted  to  resolve  the 
issue  immediately  and  appeared  to 
favor  retaining  Parks  through  1995. 

“We’ve  got  to  make  a  decision  now,” 
said  Fraiwlin  HaU  of  Yorktown,  Vs., 
during  discussion  of  a  delayed 
response  “Either  he  (Parks)  is  G^’s* 
man  ^  this  hour  or  he'k  not ... .  The 
board  is  in  limbo,  the  staff  is  in  lim¬ 
bo.  I  don’t  see  how  he 
operates  ....  Keith  Parks  is  God’s 


naan  in  my  mind  and  I’m  ready  to  set- 
Ue  it.” 

But  John  Simms  of  Salem,  Va.,  who 
esqxessed  sympathy  for  Bleckoe’S  mo- 
tic^  noted,  “It  has  become  obvious 
that  if  we  speak  today  we  wifi  speak 
before  all  minds  are  decided.” 

Missions  causes  could  be  harmed  if 
a  vote  to  affirm  Parks  simj^  papered 
over  continuing  trustee  anger,  Sunms 
said,  while  a  sharply  divided  vote 
could  diminish  missions  support. 

Other  trustees  asked  —  and  trustee 
chairman  Bill  Hancock  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  agreed  —  that  the  March  retreat 
be  closed  to  all  but  board  members. 
Bill  Sutton  of  McAllen,  Thxas,  ut^ted 
the  meeting  to  be  held  outside  Rich¬ 
mond  to  avoid  coverage  by  the  city’s 
newspaper  reporters. 

Trustees  frequently  criticize 
reports  of  their  meetings  carried  by 
Richmond’s  two  newspapers. 

In  his  statement.  Parks 
acknowledged  trustee  concerns  that 
he  had  not  affirmed  their  leadoahip 
as  they  have  affirmed  his  in  the  past. 
“I  do  not  offer  praise  as  much  as  I 
should,”  he  said.  “I  so  abhor  hypocrisy 
that  I  never  want  even  to  app^  to  be 
insincere  or  manipulative.’’ 

But,  he  told  them,  ‘T  appreciate  the 
time  and  energy  you  give  to  this  task 
and  the  sacrifice  you  make  to  par¬ 
ticipate  ....  I  recognize  with  regret 
that  you  as  trustees  have  l^n 
caricatured  with  prejudicial  images 
by  some  on  occasion.  That  is  not 
rijght.” 

Following  Parks’  comments, 
however,  trustee  Tbrry  Harper  of  (Col¬ 
onial  Heights,  Va.,  asked  F^rks  if  he 
was  affirming  only  the  trustees’  hard 
work  and  not  the  trustees  themselves. 
He  added:  “I  have  not  heard  you  say 
you  have  a  willingness  to  be  led 
trustees.”  . 

Parks  replied  his  statement  was  in¬ 
tended  to  mean  “I  affirm  you  in  your 
roles  as  trustees.”  He  also  observed 
that  trustees  are  the  elected  leaders 
of  the  board  and  that  if  “I  plan  to  work 
in  this  position,  I  must  find  a 
way  to  work  harmoniously  with  you.” 

Dilday  writes  for  RELIGIOUS 
HERALD,  Virginia. 
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McCaleb  joins  Church  Music 

Jimmy  McCaleb  is  tiie  new  contract  Jackson,  and  was  a  Mission  Service 
consultant  for  the  (Church  Music  Corps  coordinator  in  recruiting 
Departinait  of  the  Mississiptri  Baptist  ministers  of  music  for  volunteer 
(Convention  Board,  service. 

He  will  serve  as  A  graduate  of  Mississippi  College, 
small  church  and  McCCdeb  earned  bacheltH*  of  saci^ 
associational  con-  music  and  the  master  of  religious 
sultant,  replacing  education  degrees  from  Southwestern 
Danny  Jones  who  Seminary,  and  the  master  of  music 
has  jmned  the  staff  education  degree  from  USM. 
of  the  Baptist  Sun-  He  served  20  years  in  the  U.S.  Air 
day  School  Board.  Force,  working  as  part  time  music 
McCaleb  is  also  director  in  churches  near  his  duty  sta- 
part  time  minister  tions.  These  included  congregations  in 
^  ^  ot  music  at  Day  Saudi  Arabia,  Japan,  and  Vietnam. 

McCaleb  Stai.  Church,  McCCaleb’S  wife  is  Ashley  McCaleb, 

Florence  Previously,  he  was  music  a  consultant  in  the  Mississippi 
director  at  Southside  Church  in  Woman’k  Missionary  Union. 


Jackson,  and  was  a  Mission  Service 
Corps  coordinator  in  recruiting 
ministers  of  music  for  volunteer 
service 

A  graduate  of  Mississippi  College, 
McC^eb  earned  bacheltH*  of  saci^ 
music  and  the  master  of  religious 
education  degrees  from  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  the  master  of  music 
education  degree  from  USM. 

He  served  20  years  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force,  working  as  part  time  music 
director  in  churches  near  his  duty  sta¬ 
tions.  These  included  congregations  in 
Saudi  Arabia,  Japan,  ai^  Vietnam. 

McCaleb’s  wife  is  Ashley  McCaleb, 
a  consultant  in  the  Mississippi 
Woman’k  Missionary  Union. 


Southern  dispute 

with  two  professors,  notlJMrd 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  - 
Trustees  of  Southern  Seminary 
reportedly  closed  the  door  on  several 
years  of  controversy  for  two  pro¬ 
fessors,  but  thQT  a|^;>arently  left  it  ajar 
for  a  third. 

Meeting  in  Louisville  two  weeks  ago^ 
the  trustees’  academic  personnel  com¬ 
mittee  issued  warnings  but  “brought 
to  a  conclusion  several  years  of  con¬ 
tinuing  concert)  related  to  certain 
writings”  of  Glenn  Hinson,  church 
history  professoi;  and  Molly  Marshall, 
associate  theolo^  profess^,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  joint  statement  by  President 
Roy  Honeycutt  and  trustee  chairman 
Wayne  Allen,  a  pastor  from  Cordova, 
Tenn. 

Undetermined,  however,  is  the  fate 
of  Paul  Simmons,  professor  of  ethics. 

The  trio  of  teachers  have  been 
criticized  by  trustees  who  have  claim¬ 
ed  their  work  is  outside  the 
mainstream  of  Baptist  thou^t.  The 
charges  against  Hinson  and  Marshall 
have  been  led  by  John  Michael,  a 
businessman  from  Louisville;  the 
claims  against  Simmons  have  been 
leveled  by  David  Miller,  an  associa¬ 
tional  director  of  missions  from  Heber 
Springs,  Ark. 

“The  academic  personnel  commit¬ 
tee  reported  that  it  had  instructed 


By  Marv  Knox 

President  Hoi^cutt  to  ‘warn  the  pro¬ 
fesses  that  if  in  the  future  one  should 
teach  the  positions  which  smneone  in¬ 
terpreted  them  to  have  expressed,  be 
e  she  might  be  in  violation  of  the 
Abstract  of  Principles  (the 
seminar’s  governing  doounent)  and 
thus  be  in  jeopardy  Of  dismissal,’  ”  the 
statement  said. 

“We  are  encoiptged  by  the  trustees’ 
careful  resoluticm  of  this  important 
and  sensitive  matter,”  it  adcM.  “We 
are  ^teful  that  the  action  taken 
satisfies  the  concerns  raised  without 
constituting  a  punitive  action  against 
the  two  faculty  members.” 

“I  am  hopeful  that  the  action  of  the 
trustees  will  give  me  the  freedom  to 
pursue  my  vocation  as  an  equif^r  of 
ministers,”  Marshall  noted.  “And  I  am 
counting  on  our  trustees  to  make  sure 
the  issues  of  concern  are  closed.” 

“I’m  not  going  to  be  bounded  for 
things  I  wrote  way  back  there,”  said 
IIin.son,  who  is  on  ^blMti<»l  leave  in 
Oxford,  England.  ‘T  dm’t  have  to 
worry  about  that  being  brought  up. 

“On  the  other  hand,  what  is  it  ttmt 
you  do  when  you  teach?  Someone  aSks 
you  a  question  and  honestly  you  have 
to  answer  in  response  to  that. 

“Some  student  reports  that  to  John 
Michael,  and  he’s  on  your  back  again, 
lb  me,  it  does  not  take  away  the  threat 


even  of  things  of  the  past.” 

Hinson  interpreted  the  warning  as 
saying,  “If  you  say  something  that 
gets  these  people  upset  again,  then 
your  job  is  in  jet^rdy.” 

“A  gr^t  part  oi  the  absolutist  ap¬ 
proach  is  trying  to  intimidate  —  hav- 
uig  things  ^ng  over  people  This  is 
what  the  fundamentalists  used,  just 
like  the  communists  used.  It  inakes 
eve^body  afraid  to  speak  or  write.  It 
basically  is  intimidation.” 

Michael,  the  trustee  who  had  issued 
criticism  of  the  professors,  said  the 
cases  are  closed. 

The  status  of  Simmons  was  harder 
to  determine. 

Simmons  said  he  was  told  that 
Honeycutt’s  report  to  the  personnel 
committee,  which  stated  “there  were 
no  grounds  for  dismissing  me,”  was 
not  accepted. 

“The  committee  said;  ‘We  don’t  ac¬ 
cept  that  at  this  stage.  We’re  going  to 
receive  that  as  information  and  try 
and  get  further  counsel  on  it,’  ”  ex- 
plainki  Simmons. 

Seminary  Provost  Lar^  MeSwain 
said  of  Simmons:  ‘There  is  no  change 
in  his  status  at  this  time.  The  trustees 
have  taken  no  action  relative  to  Paul 
Simmons  at  this  time.” 

Knox  is  editor,  Kentucky  WESTERN 
RECORDER. 


Historians  will  note  91  as  one 
of  “God’s  surprises”  in  history 


By  Erich  BridKM  ____ 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  It  may  situation  in  2,000  years  suddenly  hap-  thrratens  the  esdstence  of  the  modern 
never  top  1492  in  the  textbooks,  but  pening  over  a  ponod  of  Mweks  and  the  nation  state.  At  its  wwst,  such  ethnic 
1991  ranks  with  1917  and  1945  as  one  reaction  of  the  churches  is  quite  ex-  identity  becomes  |)c«porate  self- 
of  the  most  significant  years  of  this  traordinary,”  he  said.  ‘It's  almost  a  worshii^’’  Scanlon  said.  In  some  areas 
century.  cynical  reaction,  very  similar  to  (the  Christians be  caught  in  the  mid- 

Historians  will  remember  1991  as  reactiiHi  to)  Kublai  Klum.  (In  1286  die ....  The  Christian  church  will 
the  year  Soviet  communism  —  long  in  A.D.)  the  famous  Mimgolempeiw  of  have  the  challenge  of  showing  that  in 
intensive  care  —  finally  expired,  China  specifically  invited  the  Weste^  ChriM  there^  no  East  or  West,  that  the 
unleashing  forces  of  change  church  to  send  100  mis-  family  <rf  God”  transcends  ethnic 
worldwide  in  all  spheres  <rf  life,  in-  sionaries  . . .  and  was  (virtually)  ig-  groups, 
eluding  religious  faith.  nored.  Up  to  now,  that  vaa  the 

Sevf^l  wwld  watchers  associated  greatest  missed  opportunity  in  Chris-  —  Islam.  Like  Christians,  Muslims 

with  the  work  of  Southern  Baptists  tian  history.  Well,  this  one  could  be  the  face  numerous  internal  divisions.  ^ 
abroad  recently  reflected  on  the  same  if  we  don’t  do  better  than  what  Islam  is  growing  rapidly  and  has 
significance  of  the  year.  has  been  happening  the  last  four  alwa^  baa  a  “inwionary  impulse,” 

Chr^tians  should  celebrate  the  ' 

Soviet  empire's  demise,  Uiey  agreed.  _  _ 

But  they  cautioned  that  the  church  the  lining  of  the  former  Soviet  “staggering  effort”  to  spread  tlwir 
faces  plenty  of  other  challenges  to  its  world,  Barrett  stressed.  MaiQr  groups,  faith  across  the  traditionally  Islamic 
global  advance  including  Southern  Baptists,  strive  to  r^blics  of  Soviet  Central  Asia,  he 

“The  demise  of  communist  control  respond  to  countless  new  evangelism  added, 
is  obvious  in  the  tag  changes  that  have  and  mission  o(q;)ortunities.  But  as  in  “I  think  they  see  the  former  Soviet 
come  in  Elastern  Europe,”  said  (Hark  the  past,  Christianity’s  fragmentation  Union  as  a  place  they  want  to 
Scanlon,  director  of  research  and  prevents  unified  respwtse  And  while  reclaim.”' 
planning  at  the  Foreijra  Mission  different  denominations  dither  or 

Board.  “'What’s  not  read^  a(^rent  compete,  changing  conditions  or  —  Secularism  and  materialism, 
is  that  this  has  a  domino  effect  all  over  another  military  coup  couldclose  the  The  ra^d  spread  (rf  democracy  and 
where  you  had  strong  Soviet  and  cbm-  open  window  in  the  former  Soviet  capitalism  around  die  globe  could 
munist  influence  —  Nicaragua,  El  Union  at  any  time  create  as  maw  proUems  as  oppoi^ 

Salvador;  Angela,  and  E)thi(^.  Wre  Other  challenges  face  the  churdi  in  tunities  for  Christianity.  Eastern 

talking  about  a  rock  throvra  into  a  the  wake  of  1991:  EJuropean  church  traders  alirady  be- 

pond  that  continues  to  have  a  ripple  „  •>  .  ...  moan  the  corrupting  influence  <rf 

effect  in  many  places.”  .  ~  Western  culture  on  their  nations’ 

Andean  mission  researcher  David  young  people  The  Wtest’s  ceaseless 

Barrett  aJ^  admits  the  danger  of  p>*»ty  coun^es^pite  to  Soviet  col-  pursuit  ofpl^ureaix]  possessions  is 
forecasting  the  future  Several  years  I*  Garrison  of  “practical  atheism,”  according  to 

ago  he  predicted  communism  would  Southern  Baptots  (^qierativeSer-  Scanlon  —  “life  lived  without 
collapse  -  in  about  2010.  Internatioi^  aid  organiza^  reference  to  God.” 

By  the  end  of  1991  “roughly  1  billion  5?^  Cioncluded  Garrison:  “The  corn- 

people  in  the  world  who  formerly  inOiina  wmrae  it  snU  rulra  the  mun^  system  hasn’t  yet  been  replac- 

were  attached  to  non-Christian  ed;  it’s  simi^y  been  (ramantled.  Hie 

ideologies  suddenly  foimd  thein^ves  social  hostility  to  (irisUan  misuora  queation  is:  What’ll  'g<^  to  follow? 
rootless,”  said  Barrett,  who  researdi-  mu^  of  the  unevangelized  j|i|,  going  to  be  a  very  chaotic  time, 

es  tte  unevangelized  wwld  for  the  probaUy  for  years  to  come  But 

Foreign  Mission  Board  and  other  mis-  —  THbalism  and  nationalism.  The  tbere'k  a  lot  of  cause  for  hope  and  op- 

sion  agencies.  explosive  reemergence  of  (dd  ethnic  timism.  There  probably  has  never 

Unfortunately,  the  church  is  still  and  national  identities  in  the  Soviet  been  a  greater  time  for  ministry 
napping,  Barrett  contends.  repuUks,  'Yugoslavia,  Ooecfacdovakia,  needs  and  opportunities.” 

“You  get  the  greatest  missionary  S<wth  Africa,  and  many  other  places  Bridges  is  news  editor  for  FMB. 


growing  rapidly  and  has 
.  id  a  “m^ionary  impulse,” 
months.”  Garrison  said.  Iranian,  Saudi,  and 

Western  (Christians  aren’t  ignming  Pakistani  Muslims  are  mounting  a 

'  ..M  flwA  ^  Spi^dd  thClT 


Missionary  opens  arrris  to  orphans 

In  Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  along  the  United  States-Mexican  border,  home  missionary 
Ross  Hanna  opens  his  arms  to  anyone  with  a  need.  Every  Saturday  tor  the  last  five 
years  Hanna  has  taken  tood,  clothing,  and  other  supplies  across  the  Mexican  border 
to  give  hope  to  orphans  at  the  Happy  Rafx;h  Orphanage  in  Ague  Prieta.  With  the 
help  of  volunteers,  Hanna  has  provided  beds  and  indoor  plumbing  for  the  desolate 
facility  where  the  abandoned  children  are  housed.  Currently,  4,922  home  missionaries 
take  the  tove  of  Christ  across  America.  (Photo  by  Paul  (Dbregon) 


Raise  deductibles, 
cut  auto  insurance 


a.uioriivi.gi>uru><io,i<u.  1990  total  of  8,009,498.  Sunday  Schoite  and  alternate  Bible  White  writes  tarBSSa. 

3ed  to  address  sexuality  issues,  professor  says 

By  Mark  Wingfieid 

their  behavior  to  permit  a  more  ac-  He  ilhistratod  by  citing  a  Chris! 

research  found  that  Christian  tA«>n«  ^*S®***^  biblical  guideluies,  he  ceptable  and  comfortable  sexual  student  who  wrote  in  his  Journal 
S^St  M  UkeN  as^SSS  lifestyle,"  Fletcher  said. ‘“meir  ra-  know  that  the  Bible  sa; 

teSiito  elSaM  inoSnlSritoES  coilrated  ^  data  on  Uooale  is  simple:  If  you  are  In  love,  not  commit  adultery,' 

intercoiOTe**  CMistian  teens  through  anonymora  sex  is  a  natural,  meaningful  way  to  believe  that  anymore. 

FWrhiy  murppctftH  aKjn.Li  ®^  ^™®*V.Newman  Students  express  your  feding  for  your  partner.  Society  has  taii^t  teens  —  even 

.m  human  sewality  ernes  -^l  morality  i. • 

l«<ltoUiem,ttlatlieaaiiieatbeiiig  priaate  matter  lor  mch  paraon  to 

r.K  married.  It  is  just  not  official."  decide  and  has  thereby  erased 

Within  thecootextof  their  poaooal-  religtora  guidelines,  be  aAled. 

rracS^kleSc  WSSS’’^  ly  crafted  value  systems,  ^tian  ^^SToilture  that  values  sex  so 

rracnea  epidemic  proportions,  he  b^viors,"  Flet-  teeinagefs  do  not  consider  their  sex-  highly  yet  presents  such  a  confusing 

1  “If  teen-age  sex  is  to  be  dealt  with  tiSi*!'.  *“**J?*^  ual  behaviors  unmoral,  the  professor  pictive  of  sexual  ethics,  it  is  not  sur 

effect^  the^!^  miS^  a  “‘‘I-  »«  suggested  this  occurs  prtitog  that  sexual  development  i* 

poSSrSJSTp!^^  SSdSmatic  for  so^  man. 

Rather  thanavokling  the  Sl'^!Sil*d!d2^ 

sex  in  a  prudish  manner,  churches  surveyed  “have  rationalized  «®«J  <tecWons  as 


I  Just  don’t 


oil  in  the  darkness,  speak  iii  the  iighr:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear.  p’'o 


February  20, 1992 


Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


A  LIFE  CHANGED" 


being  read  across  Mississippi. 

A  specially  bound  Bible  is  travel¬ 
ing  across  the  continent  and  is 
being  used  for  each  convention's 
reading.  The  state  convention 
Bible  readings  began  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  on  October  2, 1991,  and 
conclude  in  Tennessee  on  April  5, 
1992.  This  well-traveled  Bible  will 
be  presented  at  the  National  Con¬ 
vocation  On  the  Bible  which  will 
be  held  April  21-23,  1992.  Baptists 
from  around  the  convention  will 
gather  in  Nashville  for  this  time  of 
inspiration,  worship,  learning  and 
celebration.  |Q| 


By  Jerry  W.  Massey,  Oxford,  Mississtfspi 

As  a  youngster  growing  up  in  R.A.s  I  never  dreamed  that 
one  day  I  would  be  a  real-life,  mission  volunteer  to 
Africa.  Nevertfieless,  as  the  plane  touched  down  in 
Harare,  Zimbabwe,  I  realized  that  this  was  no  dream.  I 
was  in  Africa!  I  had  come  to  see  lives  changed  through 
the  power  of  the  gospel.  But  I  had  not  counted  on  how 
much  my  life  would  be  changed. 

I  will  always  be  thankful  unto  the  Lord  forlhe  experi¬ 
ences  He  allowed  me  to  have  with  the  Rimuko  Baptist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe,  Africa.  The  Lord  blessed  my  life 
in  ways  I  will  never  be  able  to  fully  describe.  The  work 
in  the  township  of  Rimuko  was  nxrre  than  an  evangelis¬ 
tic,  teaching/preaching,  mission  project.  It  became  a 
Learning  experience,  a  classroom  beyond  my  earrrest 
expectations.  Through  different  experiences  I  found  the 
Bible  became  even  rTX)re  alive  to  me.  Every  day  the 
Lord  would  place  me  in  a  position  to  experience  what 
only  He  and  Africa  could  teach  me. 

I  cannot  begin  to  express  in  words  the  wonderful  liberty 
arxl  enjoyment  that  moved  within  me  as  I  preached  the 
Bible  and  the  life-changing  gospel  message.  The  people 
were  so  hungry  to  hear  ar»d  so  very  responsive  to  the 
Lord's  invitation.  I  know  these  were  the  direct  results  of 
prayer.  Mississippians^arxJ  those  in  Zimbabwe  were  glo¬ 
riously  bonded  together  through  the  power  of  prayer. 

My,  what  God  can  do  when  He  is  challenged  by  our 
prayers  and  deperxied  upon  by  our  belief  that  He  can 
do  all  things. 

Daily  I  was  humbled  by  the  Zimbabwe  Christians  arxl 
their  gracious  hospitality.  My  own  life  was  greatly  chal¬ 
lenged  by  their  sacrifices  and  commitment  unto  the 
Lord.  Their  poverty  in  the  material  things  of  this  world 
was  obvious.  But  just  as  glaring  was  their  great  wealth 
in  the  Lord.  In  the  midst  of  what  would  have  made  us 
weep  for  the  lack  of  this  arxl  that,  I  witnessed  a  people 
so  very  happy  in  the  Lord  and  their  faith.  Jesus  had 
delivered  them  from  a  borxlage  of  superstition  that  had 
enslaved  them.  Their  singing,  their  faces,  their  service, 
their  commitment,  and  their  very  lives  spoke  to  my 
heart  arxl  humbled  me  in  my  own  daily  walk  before  the 


Bible  reading  is  scheduled  for 
March  1, 1992.  Join  other  Baptists 
on  the  New  State  Cap>itol  steps  for 
a  special  time  of  participating  in 
this  public  Bible  reading  to  be  held 
at  12:15  p.m.  Mississippi's  Baptist 
churches  are  also  encouraged  to 
read  scripture  from  an  assigned 
book  of  the  Bible  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service.  It  can  then  be 
said  that  all  books  of  the  Bible  are 


Join  other  Baptists  In  Mississippi 
as  we  celebrate  the  Bible  with  a 
public  Bible  reading.  Baptists 
across  our  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  are  gathering  in  their  state 
conventions  to  proclaim  the  rele¬ 
vancy  of  God.'s  Word  for  today's 
world.  Bible  readings  are  sched¬ 
uled  in  every  state  convention  from 
California  to  Canada,  from  Wash¬ 
ington  to  Florida.  Mississippi's 


Building  Bridges  of  Hope  and  Change  will  be  the  theme  of  the  Mississippi  River  Ministry 
Awareness  meals  to  be  held  in  Clarksdale,  Rosedale,  Greenville,  Vicksburg  arxl  Natchez. 
The  meals  are  complimentary  arxl  provided  by  the  Cooperative  Missions  Oeprartment  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  board.  Gary  Farley,  Associate  Director  of  the  Town  arxl 
Country  Missior>s  Department,  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  sharing  information  on  the 
possibilities  of  bringing  hope  and  change  to  this  seven  state  region.  Richard  Brogan,  Con¬ 
sultant,  Cooperative  Missions  Department  will  preside.  The  locations  and  the  time  and 
contact  person  for  reservations  are  listed  below: 


MARCH  2, 1992 

S.’OO  a.m.  Breakfast^  Shoney^s  Clarksdstle 
COfsITACT :  M.C.  Johnson,  North  Delta 
Baptist  Association,  627-341 7  u  . 

's' ' 

12iX)  Neon  luncheon.  Great  RFver  Road 
State  Park  Restaurant,  Rosedale 
CONTACT:  Odis  Henderson,  Bolivar  Bap- 


,Tist  Association  335-2862 


M^lia^t992 

12:00  N(Mn  Luncheon,  Pemberton  Cafe, 
Pernbertc^MCjiU,  Vicksburg 
CONTACift'  "Howard  Smith,  W^pen  Baptist 
Asteciatiaiv  638-2 1 42 


I  had  the  unique  privilege  of  staying  in  the  dwelling  of  a 
rrational  ptastor  in  the  midst  of  his  people.  I  fourxl  him 
to  be  one  who  loved  the  local  church  and  learned  by 


Nist  Association,  843-8798 
r/.-OO  A/oon  p.m.  Supper,  V 


observations  arxl  listening,  that  many  of  the  same  chal¬ 
lenges  before  him  in  working  with  people  in  the  church 
and  community,  were  the  self  same  as  we  fece  Here  at 
home.  I  have  also  gained  an  even  greater  admiration 

"A  Life  Changed"  cont  on  back  of  HT 


Pam^^  ua|lRAt  Church,  Natchez 

Uu|e,  Adams  Baptist 
A»ociatio^‘-SB-5339 


ciation  Office,  Greenville 


^OONTACT:  Roy  Raddin,  Washington  Bap- 


HOME  MISSIONS  IN 
MISSISSIPPI 


As  you  give  to  the  1992  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing,  remember  that  Honie  Missions  takes  place  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  too,  through  the  Cooperative  Missions  Depart- 
nient.  In  concert  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  and  Home  Mission  Board  share  financial 
support  with  missions  and  their  pastors  (six  Anglo,  five 
language,  and  six  Black). 

When  you  give  your  offering  for  Annie  Armstrong  to 
Home  Missions,  remember  that  nine  persons  who 
serve  associations  on  staff  are  involved  in  reaching 
people  through  ministries  such  as;  Church  Starting, 
Christian  Social  Ministries,  Seaman's  Ministries,  Lan¬ 
guage  Groups,  Parchman  Prison,  Church  Starting,  and 
Ministering  to  the  Choctaw  Indian  population. 

The  theme  "A  Time  for  Extravagance'  Is  taken  from 
John  1 2:31 .  It  tells  about  Mary  pouring  the  oil  on  the 
feet  of  Jesus.  £  _ 


LO  are  gathering 
elebratitm  of  the  decadd; 


Can  you  give  Extra  this  year  so  that  hunger  can  be  sat¬ 
isfied,  a  child  can  hear  the  good  news  in  Backyard 
Bible  Clubs,  a  new  church  can  begin  in  a  pocket  of 
need,  someone  can  be  taught  to  read,  a  mission  pastor 
can  be  trained  and  encouraged? 

Can  you  pour  your  life  out  by  a  gift?  QQ 


MISSISSIPPI  PRAYERGRAM 

Feb.  20-March  5,1992 


•  Continue  to  pray  for  Green  Alert.  Jan.  1,1992  began  a 
year  of  prayer  for  the  countries  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union.  Personnel,  money  and  prayers  are  needed  to  send 
1 50  missionaries  into  this  area  as  soon  as  possible. 

•  Pray  that  individuals  and  churches  will  participate 
enthusiastically  in  the  Watchman  National  Prayer  Alert. 
By  the  end  of  Feb.  1992  it  is  expected  that  the  member¬ 
ship  roll  of  the  churches  will  have  reached  2,5(X). 

•  Keep  the  Mississippi  Zimbabwe  Partnership  in  your 
prayers.  Areas  of  Zimbabwe  are  suffering  a  terrible 
drought.  Pray  for  rain. 

•  Remember  in  prayer  Martha  M.  Taylor  of  Hattiesburg 
who  left  to  serve  in  Mongolia  on  February  10.  This  coun¬ 
try  is  just  beginning  to  open. 

•  Prepare  and  pray  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  March  1-8,1992.  Of  these  25 f  million  people  In 
the  US,  the  HMB  estimates  that  173  million  are  lost. 

•  Pray  for  Thian  Sion  Tjoa,  Pastor  of  the  First  Indonesian 
Baptist  Church  in  Elmhurst,  N.Y.  Pray  for  his  ministry;  his 
wife's  health  and  their  three  children,  ages  20, 19,  and 

1 8  who  are  still  in  school. 

•  Pray  for  Dr.  W.W.  Walley,  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  Thank  God  for  his  many  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Lord  and  to  others. 

•  Pray  for  Loretta  Rivers  of  Union,  Miss.,  who  will  serve 
with  the  Home  Mission  Board  as  assistant  director  of  the 
Carver  Baptist  Mission  in  New  Orleans. 

•  Pray  for  the  great  mission  field  In  Mississippi.  The  state 
has  2,800,000  people  and  40  percent  of  th^  people  are 
lost,  in  Prayer  make  a  commitment  to  God  to  pray  and 
share  our  faith.  Iffl 


Area  3  and  7  Bivocational  Ministers 
. . . .  Fellowship  Meeting  — 

AREA  3,  MARCH  20  —  SHONEY’S  IN  GREENWOOD 

AH  bivo  ministeis  arfo  their  wives  in  the  following  associations  are  invited: 

Bolivar  Holmes  Montgomery  Washington 

Carroll  Humphries  Sunflower  Yalobusha 

Grenada  Leflore  Tallahatchie 


The  meetirtg  wiH  begin  at  6:30  with  a  compliiTientary  meal 


AREA  7,  MARCH  27  ~  NEW  SALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

McCALL  CREEK  (Franklin  Association) 

All  bivo  ministers  and  their  wives  in  the  followfog  associations  are  invited: 

Adams  Franklin  Mississippi  Union- 

Copiah  Lincoln  Pike 

The  meeting  will  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  with  the  meal  provided  by  the  church.  Each  meeting  will  have  a  confererx^e 
time  on  pastoral  care  and  preaching  foilowing  the  meal. 

For  more  information,  contact  Matt  Buckles.  Church  AdmmistratiorvPastoiatMiriistries  Department,  MBCB. 
Telephone  968-3800,  exter^sion  3907 


Guifehore 
Youth  Weeks  1 992 


I  June  1-5  II  June  5-9 
III  June  9-1 3  IV  June  15-1 9 
V  June  19-23  VI  June  23-27 


Schedule:  Day  1 

1:30 

Check  In 

4:40 

Church  Sponsor  Meeting 

’  5:00 

Supper 

6:45 

Evening  Worship 

8:15 

Family  Groups 

9:00 

Free  Time 

10:30 

In  Room 

11:30 

Lights  Out 

Day  2,  3,  4 

6:45 

Breakfast 

8:15 

Morning  Devotions 

900 

Bible  Study  1 

10O0 

Bible  Study  2 

11:15 

Stop  and  Go 

11:45 

Lunch 

1 :00 

Special  Interest  Group 

2:00 

Free  Tinrie 

5:00 

Supper 

600 

Evening  Worship  &  Activity 

900 

Free  Time 

10:30 

In  Rooms 

11:30 

Lights  Out 

CONTACT 

A  1 2-week  experience  in  praise, 
Bible  study,  personal  reflection, 
observation  of  the  world  and  its 
needs,  a  plan  of  action  that  asks 
you  to  do  something  with  your 
faith. 

COMING  THIS  SPRING!  Jhe  sec¬ 
ond  unit  of  CONTACT,  The  Son! 


His  Redemptive  Sacrifice,  builds  on 
the  first  unit  to  show  how  God's 
plan  for  humankind's  redemption 
was  through  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 
Nudge  Me  Through  the  Word  (the 
Bible  study)  focuses  on  Christ's 
redemptive  sacrifice.  Observe  My 
World  looks  at  factors  and  secular 
influences  which  must  be  consid¬ 
ered  in  world  evangelization,  as 
well  as  barriers  to  world  evange¬ 
lization.  Approach  the  Past  profiles 
memorable  persons  in  Christian 
missions  from  1800  to  1940.  Con¬ 
front  Needs  and  Teach  Others 
Through  Prayer  focus  on  target 


groups  for  ministry  and  witness.  In 
the  weekly  group  meeting,  partici¬ 
pants  will  discuss  stewardship  of 
possessions  and  listen  to  missionar¬ 
ies  on  cassette  tell  how  they  use 
their  possessions  in  their  work. 

Order  CONTACT  materials  from 
Baptist  Book  Stores.  A  learner's 
notebook,  facilitator's  guide,  and 
cassette  tape  are  also  available. 
CONTACT  is  a  joint  Brotherhood 
WMU  spiritual  growth  project. 
Persons  completing  CONTACT  may 
receive  a  CONTACT  diploma 
through  Church  Study  Course.  QQ 


Better  Bible 

TEACHING 

conferences 

MARCH  6-7,  1992  FBC,  OXFORD 
MARCH  20  21 .  1992  FBC,  JACKSON 
MARCH  27-28,  1992  FBC,  GULFPORT 


Day  5 


Head  for  Home 


V*-, 


.  I'iivibllAii-'  I  ■'T 


Discipleship 


n 

Gold  Award 

A  number  of  our  churches 
applied  last  November  for  the 
1991  Gold  Discipleship  Train¬ 
ing  Award.  The  1992  applica¬ 
tions  are  now  being  sent  to  pas¬ 
tors  and  directors.  Those  are  to  be  used  in  planning 
and  evaluatirtg  with  the  Discipleship  Training  work¬ 
ers  regularly.  It  is  a  good  goal  setting  device. 

These  are  to  be  mailed  to  the  Discipleship  Training 
Department  any  time  after  qualifying  and  before 
November  1 , 1 992.  In  lieu  of  the  old  Standard  of 
Excellence,  this  dian  be  very  effective  in  leading 
church  workers  to  corvluct  a  quality  Discipleship 
Training  program.  HH 


ai»  ofMeal  kiterpre- 


i* Ji?  4.-  <  >L-1 


^jKir^Bmpocary 
IMltt  PBlates  tlie 


Coherence  Session  One 
Life  &  Work  Sti^  for 


1.  '  L 

* 


6fole  Book  SiiK^  for 
Study  for  Youti 


'fj  lIj: 

h  ■  ii  :i 


School 


"  4,  *  - 


leaching  Improve- 


L 


#  _ 

It  .  -A 


A  GREAT  DAY  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TRAINING  AT  THE 


REACHING  PEOPLE 

GROWnrH  CONFERENCE 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  GREENVILLE 
FEBRUARY  24-25,  1992  * 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

(during  Disc^jiooWp  Trairing  Ocmferance) 

Thursday,  5  p.m.  -  Noort  Satcsdc^ 


Ragister  wfth  Oisdpieship  Training  Depart 
ment,  Jackson,  for  woricsjrop^ 

Make  room  cmd  l»artf  reservations  with  j 
Guifohore  Baptist  As^nfolY 


Registration 

Welcofne  (Chapel) . . . . . 

Pfeyer . . 

The  Need  Defined:. 

Statement  of  Purpose . . . . 

Communities:  Trends  &  Transitions . 

A  Laymen's  View  of  Reaching  People . 

A  Response:  The  Chatienge  of  .Meeting  Human  Needs . 

A  Response:  The  Challenge  of  Meeting  Spiritual  Needs . 

Lunch  (Recreation  Building) 

Entertainment 
1  ;1 5  SufKlay  School  Meeting  Needs  (Chapel) 

Reaching  People:  The  Sunday  School  Alive  arxi  Reaching . 

A  Response:  How  Our  Sunday  School  Grew . . . 

A  Response:  How  Our  Sunday  SchoolGrew . . . 

2:1 5  Round  Robin  Conferences 

1 .  How  To  Provide  Bible  Studies  Outside  The  church  Building 
(Room  425)  Lee  Hudson  &  Keith  Williams 
*  2  How  To  Overcome  Barriers  To  Reach  People  (Room  41 0) 


•Roy  Raddin 
Kiely  Young 


Keith  Wilkinson 


Mike  Robbins 


Harry  Vickery 


'A  Life  Changed^  cont.  from  front  of  HT 


•Mike  Espy 


for  our  missionaries  and  their  God-inspired  call  unto  tl^ 
fields  where  they  serve.  God's  work  on  tiie  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  fields  is  truly  a  miraculous  work.  He  has  gathered 
unto  Himself  some  of  the  most  dedicated  people  of  God  I 
have  ever  met.  I  will  never  take  for  granted  again  praying 
for  them  on  their  btrritdays.  My  how  our  missionaries 
challenged  my  soul. 

"Would  I  go  back?"  is  a  question  I  have  been  asked  over 
arxi  over.  Without  a  doubt  I  would.  If  you  have  the 
opportunity  to  becortte  involved  with  the  Zimbabwe/Mis¬ 
sissippi  Partnership,  I  would  encourage  you  to  do  so  with 
one  reservation.  Be  prepared!  Your  experieiKe  will 
change  your  life! 

•  Massey,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Oxford,  was  a  member  of  the 
first  group  of  Mississippians  to  travel  to  Zimbabwe  to  minis¬ 
ter  {hiring  the  partnership  uixJerway  there.  Others  have 
already  returned  arxi  still  more  are  plann'ng  to  go.  A  list  of 
needs  is  bekfw. 


12«0 


Keith  Wilkinson 
. Carl  White 


David  Wills  &  Randy  Tompkins 
..Cindy  Sansing  &  Linda  Reeves 
. Bill  Crider  Larry  Salter 


3.  Reaching  Children  of  the  Delta  (Room  421) 

4.  Prayer  For  BREAKTHROUGH  (Room  426).. 


4:15  Dismiss 


FEBRUARY  24  -  EVENING 

7  :(X)  Select  one  of  the  following  courses: 

How  to  Resurrect  A  Dead  Sunday  School  (Room  410)  . . . I 

How  to  Reach  A  Declining  Population  (Room  231-233) . 

How  To  Enroll  People  In  Sunday  School  (Chapel) . 

How  Many  Classes  Do  You  Need  In  Your  Sunday  School?  (Room  209) .. 

I  Am  A  Sunday  School  Director  (Room  21 6) . 

How  To  Get  My  AduK  Class  Members  To  AttendIRoom  532) .  . . 

Help  For  Growing  Black  Church  Sunday  Schools  (Room  230-232) . 

.  Reaching  and  Caring  for  Adults  (Room  1 1 5) . . . 

Where  To  Get  Help  For  Training  Sunday  School  Workers  (Room  234).... 
Is  There  A  Relationship  Between  Bible  Study  and  Worship?  (Room  521 ) 

Reaching  And  Caring  For  Youth  (Room  1 24) . . 

How  To  Have  A  Sunday  School  Prayer  Ministry  (Room  423) . 

How  To  Share  My  Witness  When  I'm  Afraid  To  (Room  426) . . 

How  And  Where  To  Get  More  Surrday  School  Workers  (Room  207) . 

How  To  Reach  Children  In  Trailer  Parks  and  Projects  (Room  119) _ _ _ 

Reaching  And  Caring  For  Children  (Room  1 32) . 

Reaching  And  Caring  For  Preschoolers  (Room  135)  . 

Preschool/Children  Workers  Witnessing  To  Families  (Room  118) . 

8:30  Dismiss  to  General  Session 

8:45  Inspired  For  BREAKTHROUGH  (Sanctuary) . . 

9:15  Dismiss 


Glenn  Shows 


•Ronnie  Falvey 
Steve  Warfield 

. . Ruth  Allen 

. Judd  AHen 

...Jerry  Massey 
....Lisia  Pegues 


Louis  Lamar 


AJril  4-18 

. J-4  months 

. ™.„.April  4-18 

.May  28 -June  15 


...Bill  Gambrell 

. . Lily  Culp 

.Evelyn  Vaughn 

. Eva  Cain 

Barbara  Brown 


Andy  Anderson 


Volunteers  are  needed  for  the  above  projects.  Each 
will  be  responsible  for  their  own  expense  of  $2,350.00, 
which  covers  air  travel,  insurance,  lodging,  arxJ  travel 
on  the  field.  Interested  persons  should  contact  Bill 
Hardy,  Stateside  Coordinator,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39204  or  601 -968-3800. 

Continual  prayer  is  urged  for  these  projects  arxJ  for  the 
response  to  the  gospel.  fTTi 


FEBRUARY  25  -  DAYTIME 

8:30  Fellowship/Registration 

9.00  Growth  Spiral  Gerreral  Session  (Chapel) . 

lOOO  Basic  Growth  Spiral  Conference  (Room  532) .. 
Advanced  Gixn^  Spiral  ConfererKe  (Chapel) 
300  Dismiss 


AiKJy  AtxJerson 
. Ken  Marler 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Pastorless  church  continues  to 


KEDIRI,  Indonesia  —  Members  (rf  vices.  But  not  having  a  pastw  hasn’t  About  30  peoide  attend  services  thera 
the  Gift  God  Baptist  Church  in  In-  stopped  the  church  from  growring.  Recmtly  the  church  af^lied  for  a  loan 
(kmesia  are  pravmg  for  a  pastor.  80  to  110  pc^le  attend  Sunday  to  build  facilities,  including  a 

They’venevo- had  one  — even  though  School  and  morning  worship,  and  117  parsonage, 
the  church  was  started  six  years  ago  attended  the  first  day  of  Vacation  Bi-  When  the  Indonesian  Baptist  Loan 

I9  Baptist  hospital  employees.  The  ble  School  last  summer.  The  con-  Board  dictot  have  enough  funds  for 
congr^tion  d^nds  on  lav  leaders  gregation  even  started  a  mission  the  total  amount,  members  gave  gold 
and  visiting  preachers  to  lead  ser-  chapel  fn*  Javanese  farming  hunilies.  jewelry  and  <Aher  gifts  to  purchase 

the  land. 


You  are  invited  to  a  Growth  Spiral  and 
Sunday  School  Draining  Conference 

reaching  people  growth 
IuhI  conference 

11||iJ  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenviiie 

February  24-25,  1992 

FMJiuary  24  —  Daytime:  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  GROWTH 


issue,  and  twenty  years  ago  neither  althou^  traditional  Southern  Bap- 
was  infanticide.  Who  would  have  tists  dislike  the  w(Mtl  “inerrant” 
thought  that  it  would  be  acceptable  for  because  of  their  special  doctrinal 
parents  to  starve  their  deformed  vocabulary,  they  actually  have  little 
child,  <x  for  a  husband  to  kill  his  sick  real  disagreement  with  the  concept  of 
wife?  scholarly,  serious  inerrancy,  sudi  as 

Abortion  may  not  be  the  ultimate  that  evidenced  by  the  1978  Chicago 
sin,  but  it  is  a  first  vile  step  leading  Statement  On  Inerrancy, 
to  the  acceptability  of  othor  senseless  The  political  conflict  that  has  gut- 
murders.  Are  we  blind  to  the  gross  ted  the  SBC  has  had  nothing  to  (V>  with 
digression  which  springs  from  the  scholarly  or  serious  inerrancy  of 
abortion?  the  sort  Stephens  advocates. 

We  have  become  desensitized  by  oft  Scholarly  inerrancy  (a  serious, 
repeated  words  like  abortion  or  respectable  doctrinal  outlook) 
euthanasia.  Let’s  call  it  like  it  is  —  necessarily  is  self-qualified  in  a 
premeditated  murder  or  the  way  God  munber  of  ways.  The  Chicago  State- 
calls  it  —  sin.  ment  lists  several:  (1)  inerrancy 

Lest  anyone  think  a  nre-bom  child  recognizes  that  God’b  revelation  in 
is  not  a  hiunan  life  read:  Jud^  13:5;  Scripture  is  {rogressive;  (2)  inerran- 
Job  31:15;  Psalm  127:3;  Eccl^iastes  cy  applies  only  to  the  original 
11:5;  Isaiah  4:2;  49:1.  auto^phs  (none  now  exist),  not  to 

While  aborted  babies  miss  the  trials  the  text  of  the  Bibles  we  have  today; 
of  life  to  epjqy  the  presence  of  (iiod,  (3)  inerrancy  must  be  understood  in 
are  we  to  etdorse  the  heartless,  pain-  terms  of  standards  of  truth  and  error 
ful  cruelty  inflicted  on  them  by  consisteit  with  its  usage,  i.e,  inerrant 
doctors?  does  not  always  mean  *true”1n  tlie  or- 

AU  sin  usurps  God’s  authority.  din^senseoftheword;(4)inaTan- 
Christiansneedtobesoberindeal^  cy  is  to  be  understood  in  terms  of  the 
with  each  moral  issue  But  abortion  purpose  of  Scripture,  i.e.,  it  is  what  is 
is  a  crime  against  humanity  and  mtoided  to  be  taught  that  is  inerrant; 
therefore  a^inst  the  image  <jod  in  (5)  inerrancy  does  not  encompass 
us.  We  need  to  be  especially  diligent  technical  precision,  i.e,  irregular 
in  the  eradication  of  this  evil  from  our  grammar,  misspellings,  hyperbole, 
land.  round  numbers,  etc.;  (6)  inerrancy 

Alice  Thlley  honestly  acknowledges  that  the  Bible 

Columbus  contains  problems  whicfa  appear  to  be 


9:30  Registration 


10:00  Welcome . . 

Prayer  . . . 

"The  Need  Defined: 

Statement  of  Purpose .  . 

Communities:  Trends  &  Transitions . 

A  Laymen’s  Viej^  of  Reaching  People  . . . 

A  Response:  The  Challenge  of  Meeting  Human  Needs  . 
A  Response:  The  Challenge  of  Meeting  Spiritual  Needs 


Roy  Raddin 
Keily  Young 


Keith  Wilkinson 
. .  Mike  Robbins 
. .  Harry  Vickery 
....  Mike  Espy 
. . . .  Bill  Causey 


12:00  Lunch 


2:15  Round  Robin  Conferences 

1.  How  To  Provide  Bible  Studies  Outside 

The  Church  Building 

2.  How  To  Overcome  Barriers  To  Reach 
People 

a  Reaching  Children  of  the  Delta 
4.  Prayer  For  BREAKTHROUGH 


1:15  “Sunday  School  Meeting  Needs' 


Reaching  People:  The  Sunday  School  Alive 
and  Reaching 


A  Response:  How  Our  Sunday  School 
Grew 


4:15  Dismiss 


rray  to  keep  authors  emplt^ed  various  “literary 

Clarke  ColleiK  open  fonns  and  devices.’’ 

o.  Senous  inerrantist  scholars  also 

Eklitor:  freely  acknowledge  that  the  language 

I  am  a  student  of  Clarke  College  in  of  the  Bible  is  not  always  literal,  but 
Newtoa  lam  37  years  of  age  and  I  am  includes  metaphors,  Rg^tive  forms,, 
seeking  a  degree  in  biblical  studies,  eta,  and  further,  that  the  Bible  is  not 
Asafonnof  testimony,  I  would  like  to  all  narrative  prose,  but  includes  other 
say  that  after  much  prayer,  the  Lord  genres,  such  as  songs,  prayns,  poetry, 
instilled  and  led  me  to  quit  my  secular  and  apocalypses, 
iok  sell  my  home,  and  move  my  fami-  Perraps  of  most  importance  is  the 
ly  to  Newton.  My  wife  is  also  attend-  fact  that  scholarly  inerrancy  is 
ing  Clarke  with  the  intent  of  becom-  neitho*  exclusive  nor  mean-spirited, 
ing  an  elementary  school  teacher.  Indeed,  the  Chicaw  Statement  does 
My  main  reason  for  writing  is  not  not  condemn  noo-merrantists  either 
to  bring  light  on  myself  or  my  hum-  as  nan<3iri8tianB  or  non-evangelicals ; 
ly,  but  to  reMdi  out  to  Christians  of  this  rather,  it  acknowledges  that  mis  is  an 
state  and  others  to  pray  for  CHarke  issue  on  which  serious,  thoughtful 
CoUege  Psalm  29:18  says,  “Where  Christians  nuy  disagree 
there  is  no  vision,  the  people  Alttnugh  ustnlly  rqecting  the  word 
perish  . . . “inerrant”  as  creedal,  the  disenfran- 
As  most  people  know,  Clarke  Col-  chised  nooderates  of  the  SBC  in 
1^  lost  its  accreditation  last  year  substance  are  much  closer  to  the  open 
is  struggling  to  get  it  back.  Our  and  reverent  spirit  of  the  Chicago 
case  is  now  before  a  judge  The  Statement  than  are  the  fundamen- 
history  of  Clarke  College  senmng  out  talists  who  have  taken  over  our 
preachers,  teachers,  and  missionaries  denomination  through  a  scare  cam- 
to  all  parts  of  the  world  has  been  un-  paign  to  ‘have”  the  (Convention  from 
surpassed  for  a  school  of  its  size  I  “the  liberals”  who  “don’t  believe  the 
beli^  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  uses  Bible” 

(Clarke  in  sending  out  those  to  do  the  The  new  SBC  is  not  within  the 
“Great  (Conunission.”  mainstream  of  what  Stepb^  calls 

Thoe  are  many  who  are  praying  to  the  “wider  world  of  evangelicalism.” 
keep  this  school  open  and  in  faith  are  Rather,  our  denomination  has  veered 
standiiM  on  the  merits  of  Psalm  29:  lA  away  to  the  extreme  fundamentalist 
Yts  we  have  a  vhtion,  a  vision  of  file  right  wing  of  Protestant  (Christianity. 
Great  Commission  being  fulfilled  This  is  a  mean-spirited,  eadusionary, 
because  of  the  so  many  who  went  out  and  intellectually  bankrupt  doctrine 
into  all  parts  of  the  world  after  being  calculated  to  mvide  and  conquer 
educationally  and  spiritually  fellow  Christians,  not  to  rally  them  to 
prepared  by  (Harke  Colkge  the  cause  of  Christ 

Dale  P.  Authement  Greg  Snowden 

Raleigh  Mendian 


F^ruary  24  —  Evening:  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TRAINING 


7:00  Select  one  of  the  following  courses: 


How  To  Resurrect  A  Dead  Sunday  School 
How  To  Reach  A  Declining  PopulMion 
How  To  Enroll  People  In  Sunday  School 
How  Many  Classes  Do  You  Ne^  In  Dxir 
Sunday  School 

I  Am  A  Sunday  School  Director 

How  To  Get  My  Adult  Class  Members  To  Attend 

Help  For  Growing  Black  Church  Sunday  School 

Reaching  and  Caring  For  Adults 

Where  lb  Get  Help  For  Training  Sund^  School 

Workers 

Is  There  A  Relationship  Between  Bible  Study  And 
Worship? 


•  Reaching  And  Caring  For  Youth 

•  How  1b  Have  A  Sunday  School  Prayer 
Ministry 

•  How  lb  Share  My  Witness  When  I’m  Afraid  lb 

•  How  and  Where  lb  Get  More  Sunday  School 
Workers 

•  How  lb  Reach  Children  In  Trailer  Parks  and 
Projects 

•  Reaching  And  Caring  For  Children 

•  Reaching  And  Caring  For  Preschoolers 

•  Preschool/Children  Workers  Witnessing  lb 
Families 


8:30  Dismiss  to  General  Session 


8:45  “Inspired  For  BREAKTHROUGH 


9:15  Dismiss 


Mruary  25  —  Daytime:  GROWTH  SPIRAL 


8:30  Fellowship/Registration 


10:00  Basic  Growth  Spiral  Conference 
Advanced  Growth  Spiral  Conference 
3:00  Dismiss 


9:00  Growth  Spiral  (General  Session 
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Moderate  Baptist  leaders 
to  visit  Swiss  seminary 


Just  for  the  Record 


ATLANTA  ( BP)  —  Moderate  Baptist 
leaders  departed  for  Europe  Peh  16 
for  a  five-day  mission  to  ‘"shore  up 
damaged  relations  with  Eur<^>ean 
Baptists,”  according  to  a  Cooperative 
B^ist  Fellowship  news  release. 

Fifty  people  from  nine  states  and 
the  District  of  Columt^  will  be  led  by 
John  H.  Hewett,  moderate  of  the 
CBF  and  Asheville,  N.C.,  pastor 
Fellowship  leaden  are  expected  to 
deliver  a  check  for  $250,000  to 
Ruschlikon  seminary  president  J(^ 
David  Hopper  during  Fbb.  28  chapel 
service,  the  news  release  said. 

The  group  plans  to  meet  with  John 
Merritt,  general  secretary  of  the 


Eiur(q;)ean  Baptist  Convention;  Karl- 
Heinz  Walter,  general  secretary  the 
European  Baptist  Federatira;  facul¬ 
ty  and  students  at  the  International 
Baptist  Seminarv  in  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerhuid;  members  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Baptist  Church  in  Stuttgart, 
Germany;  and  individual  Southern 
Baptist  missi(Hiaries. 

The  US.  Baptists  also  will  surv^ 
caiMtal  needs  at  Ruschlikon  “with  the 
intention  of  encouraging  congrega¬ 
tional  mission  teams  to  return  to  the 
seminary  to  do  necessary  renovations 
and  repairs.”  The  group  win  return  to 
the  United  States  Feb.  2L  officials 
said. 


New  books  from  Broadman 


Kids  on  the  street  by  Carl  R. 
Resener  and  Judy  Hall  (207  pages. 
$8.95>.  The  trag^y  of  homeless 
children  and  what  you  can  do  about 
it.' Include  a  nst  of  organizations  that 
can  assist  young  runaways. 

Finding  Them,  Keeping  Them ;  Ef¬ 
fective  Strategies  for  Evangelism  and 
Assimilation  in  the  Local  Church  by 
Gary  McIntosh  and  Glen  Martin  (142 
pages).  Steps  to  help  pastors  and  lay 
people  understand  church  growth  and 
apply  it. 


Staff 

changes 


First  CTiurch,  Mathiston,  has  call¬ 
ed  Hugh  Bland  as  interim  pastor. 
Bland  and  his  wife,  Leah,  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons,  Rbett  and 
William.  He  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Louis 
Brasfield  of  Mathiston.  Leah  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jind  Mrs.  William 
Stewart,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Bupora. 

Camp  Ground  Church,  Water 
Valley,  has  called  TYpy  Hurdle  as 
pastor,  effective  Jan.  5.  A  native  of  Ox- 
ord,  he  received  his  education  at 
Jniversity  of  Mississippi  and  Mid- 
Vmerica  Seminary.  His  previous 
>lace  of  service  was  Philadel{^ia 
Jhurch,  Etta. 


ffOUNDUP 

From  page  3 
.le  United  States. 

Trustees  had  felt  Hopper,  a  mis- 
ionary  of  the  board,  was  violating 
'MB  policy  against  missionaries  rais- 
.ng  funds  for  their  vkwk  among 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  United 
States.  Crawley  said  a  letter  has  been 
written  to  Hopper  telling  him  to  cease 
direct  fund  raising  among  Southern 
laptists  if  he  is  to  remain  a 
missionary. 

That  do^  not  prevent  Hopper,  as 
resident  of  the  institution,  from  rais- 
....le.  funds  among  other  groups  iatlM 
'nited  States  or  'sewhere,  Crawley 
aid  Msa  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
a.«  no  control  over  the  fund-raising 
ctivities  of  trustees  or  non- 
lissionary  staff  of  the  seminary, 
rawley  said. 

—  The  missior  >ersonnel  commit- 
»  accepted  a  lecommendation  to 
Iter  the  way  the  International  Ser- 


GA  racognttion  was  recently  held  with  a  mother-daughter 
reception  at  Antioch  Church,  Prentiss.  Pictured,  left  to  right, 
are  Denise  Hamilton,  Naomi  Poison,  Pauline  Rester  (leader), 
Rebecca  Terrell,  at>d  Cassie  lerrell. 


RA  recognition  was  recently  held  at  Antioch  Church, 
Prentiss.  Pictured  are,  left  to  right,  Estelle  Lindsey  (leader), 
Corey  Byrd,  Eric  Brent,  BUI  Hartzog,  Austin  Hamilton,  James 
Poleon,  Chris  Byrd,  and  Bill  Lindsey  (leader). 


The  Bible  Answers  Questions 
Children  Ask  by  Unda  R.  McGinn  (176 
pages).  A  resource  for  caring  adults. 

.Tough  Minded  Parenting.by  Jo  Bat¬ 
ten  (224  pages,  $11.95).  Powerful  con¬ 
cepts  and  techniques  for  parents  that 
will  help  resolve  the  problems  they 
face 

I 

Living  Obediently  by  Brian  L.  Har¬ 
bour  (128  pages).  The  book  of  James 
in  ea^-toAuiderstand  language  in  the 
(Living  the  New  Testament)  series. 


Ray  Williams,  pastor 
in  Philadelphia, 
dies  Dec.  14,  1^1 

Funeral  services  for  Ray  A. 
Williams,  47,  were  held  Dec.  16, 199L 
at  Coldwater  Church,  Philadelphia. 
Williams  died  Dec.  14  in  Rush 
Hospital  in  Meridian. 

Winford  Smith  and  Donald  Pouns 
officiated.  Burial  followed  in 
Pooemah  Cenoetery  in  Bogalusa,  La. 

Bom  in  (^oden,  Ala.,  Williams  was 
reared  in  Bogalusa.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  Waveland 
First  (3iurdi,  Waveland;  Beech  Grove 
Church,  PortTCHbson;  and  served  as 
pastor  of  Coldwater  Church, 
Philadelphia  from  October  1991  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Survivors  include  wife  Ouida  of 
Philadelphia;  son  Kenneth, 
Philadelphia;  two  sisters;  and  one 
brother. 

vice  Com  department  processes  per¬ 
sonnel.  The  new  procedure  grew  out 
of  trustee  (xotests  over  the  selection 
of  Southern  Seminary  Prtrfessor 
Glam  Hinson  to  teadt  as  a  four-month 
ISC  volunteer  at  the  Ruschlikon 
seminary. 

The  new  procedure,  recommended 
by  a  committee  of  trustees  and  staff, 
provides  a  way  for  trustees  to  voice 
their  opinions  on  an  individual. 
TVustees  new  will  have  their  concerns 
weif^ied  when  the  staff  selection  com¬ 
mittee  reviews  ISC  applications.  If  the 
committee  approves  an  applicant  and 
trustees  still  have  concert^  the  deci¬ 
sion  about  the  applicant  will  rest  with 
■one*-of  the  two  trustee  comihittees 
reviewing  career  and  associate  ap¬ 
plications  for  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment. 

—  TYustees  heard  reports  of  in¬ 
creases  in  baptisms,  church  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  number  of  churches 
overseas.  Baptisms  in  1991  set  a  new 
record  of  233,334. 

O’Brien  is  on  staff  of  FMR 


Adoons  of  First  Ctiuich,  Jackson,  received  awards  at  their 
armual  recognition  service.  Three  of  these  were  recognized 
as  Service  Aid.  They  wore  Emily  Dossett,  Laura  Lundquist, 
and  Suzannah  White.  Pictured,  front  row,  are  Emily  Phillips, 
Audrey  Hogue,  Christy  Jeficoats,  Kristen  Knight,  Laura  Cahill, 
Alison  Beckman,  and  Jayne  Griffin;  second  row,  Courtney 


Pinevlaw  Chuich,  Hattiesburg,  became  debMres  on  Dec.  18, 1901.  The  church 
complelsd  the  three  year  program  "Vision  to  Viclory,”  under  the  leadership  of  BIN 
Flanders  arKf  Stewardship  Growth  Associates  of  DaHas.  Pictured  burning  the  note, 
ieft  to  right,  are  Sandra  Harvison,  church  secretaryftreasurer;  Fred  Dubuisson,  "Vi¬ 
sion  to  Victory”  chakman;  Doug  BenedkX,  former  Pfneview  inlsrlm  paatoi;  now  dkector 
of  missions,  Lamar  AaaocuSion;  Howard  Whits,  chairman  of  deacons;  and  Bobby 
Shurden,  pastor. 


Life  Action  Ministries  will  present 
“The  FAMILY:  Hok^  for  Life”  at 
First  Church,  Fhmily  Life  Center, 
Aberdeen,*?  p.m.,  on  March  7.  Alan 
Kilgore  is  pastor. 

Tbe  Mississippi  College  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Musk  will  present  the 
Mississippi  (College  Conrort  Band  in 
spring  concert  on  Fbb.  24,  at  8:15  am. 
in  Swot  Auditorium  of  Nelson  Hail  on 
campus.  Admission  is  free 

The  band  is  under  the  directirm  of 
John  H.  Hanbery.  The  program  for  the 
evening  will  include  “On  a  Hymnsong 
of  Philip  Bliss,”  by  David  R.  Hoisinga, 
based  on  the  hymn  “It  is  Well  With  My 
Soul,”  by  Horatio  G.  Spafford; 
“Medley  from  Miss  Saigon’^  arrang¬ 
ed  Warren  Barker  and  depicts  the 
deatti  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
CTirist;  “Praise  Jerusalem!,”  by 
Alfred  Reed;  and  “la  MandoUnata” 
arran^  by  Erik  Leidzen.  The  comet 
solo  will  be  played  by  Danny  Bhirton 
of  CTinton,  a  graduate  student  of  the 
music  department. 


DIVORCE  —  “Rteiag  from  the 
Ashes”  a  free  divorce  recovery 
seminar  with  speaker  Ann  Akxaoder 
Smith  will  be  Imted  by  First  Churdi, 
Jacluon,  Fieb.  21-33.  Registration 
begin*  at  6  p.m.  Friday.  Small  group 
discussions,  individual  counseling, 
programs  for  school-age  children,  a^ 
child  care  for  younger  children  be 
included,  along  with  a  dinner  theater 
on  Saturday  n^ht  Can  949-1900  to  pre¬ 
register  or  obtain  additional 
information. 


Lange,  Dare  Hart,  Elizabeth  Dossett.  Lacey  Griffin,  Cameron 
Hatchett,  Claire  Dossett.  and  Jeni  Hederman;  third  row,  Jen¬ 
nifer  Lee,  Elizabeth  Arnold,  Suzannah  White,  Emily  Dossett, 
Laura  Lundquist,  and  Lisa  Carpenter.  Not  pictured  is  Elizabeth 
Barefield. 


Carey  College 
offers  tours  to 
Holy  Land 

William  C!arey  Ccrilege  will  again  of¬ 
fer  Ofmrtunities  for  travel  and  ar¬ 
chaeological  excavaticHi  in  tbe  Holy 
Land.  Dan  Browning,  assistant  ixx>- 
fessor  of  rdigion  at  (]ar^,  wiO  lead 
tbe  program  in  Israel  during  May  and 
June,  1992. 

Tbe  Hcriy  Land  tour  will  include  13 
days  of  s^tseein^  of  biblical  and  ar- 
chaeoiogi^  sites  m  Israel,  conducted 
by  Browning  and  Dennis  (foie,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  teUical  ardiaeology 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  The  dates 
for  the  tour  are  May  25-June  7, 1902. 
The  archaeological  program  indudes 
tbe  complete  travel  experience  phis 
three  weeks  of  excavation  at  Tdl 
(^asile,  on  tbe  edge  of  modem  Id 
Aviv.  Participants  will  actually  un¬ 
cover  artifacts  and  leam  the  todmi- 
d  archaeological  excavation. 
'The  excavation  program  dates  (in¬ 
cluding  travel)  are  May  25^une  28. 

Academic  credit  is  offered  for  both 
the  travel  and  excavation  programs. 

For  moe  information,  contact 
Browning  in  Hattiesburg  at  (601) 
582-6156. 


Revival  dates  Homecomings 


OM  Union  Chufch,  Shannon,  was 
given  a  new  1991  van  by  an  anonymous 
benefactor.  Marvin  Mur^  is  pa^r. 


First  Cknrch,  Lauderdale:  Feb. 
23-26;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
weeknights,  7  p.m.;  Dennis  Jones, 
State  Blvd.  Church,  Meridian, 
speaker;  Steve  Shirk,  Paris,  Thnn., 
music  evangelist;  Mike  Russell, 
pastor. 

Bluff  Springs  Church,  Magnolia: 
March  1-5;  Paul  E.  Thika,  Asheville, 
N^  evangelist;  The  BaUtzglioa,  ML 
Gilead  Church,  GriHin,  Ga.,  music; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  noon  lunch;  7  p.m., 
nightly;  Wilton  Miller,  pastor. 

Saadersville  Charch  (Jones): 
March  8-11;  Johnny  Tucker, 
pmching;  George  Smith,  music;  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Sunday- 
Wednesday,  7  p.m. ;  Donnie  V.  Parker, 
pastor. 


First  Church,  Aberdeen:  March  15; 
homecoming,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish, 
12  noon;  and  dedication  service  for 
Family  Life  (fontei;  1:30  pim.;  “A 
Heritatte  to  Cetelnrate”  is  the  th^e; 
Alan  Kilgore,  pastor. 


. _ Pewx  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Chuich  folding  doors.! 

_  ...  .  Iheeler  mats 

Furnishings  & 


Pew  Upholstery 


Box  SOI,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-^7 
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names  in  the  news 


College  age  applicants  are  en-  Feb.  x  -  Jones  ^ 
courag^  to  cmisider  this  avenue  of  ^  . 

ministry  and  service  The  assembly  -  jn. 

begins  its  summer  inogram  on  hlay  icer.  2  —  Miss.  Delta  Cammuiiity  .  e 
18,  and  ctmtinues  throu^  Aug.  8.  bsu  -  u:m  a.m.-i:x  pji.. 

The  Gulfetiwe  schedule  features  statereu Center - 

senior  adult,  single,  youth,  music,  lur  3  -  Noro!^^  Community  CoUege 

family,  and  adult  leadership  bsu  -  io;x  a.m.-i:x  pjn. 

COntoences.  Ole  B*lm  bsu  Center —  S  pjn-s  pjn. 

Available  positions  include  food  ser-  coUege 

vices.  Red  Chtiss  trained  lifeguards,  m,,.  4  -  Misa.suteunivei»ityreu  center - 

housd&eeping,  registration  and  office,  u  a.m.-4  pm. 

first  aid,  and  ground  and  Fbr  additional  information,  contact 
maintenance.  Frank  Simmons  at  Gulfshore  or  the 

Intoested  persons  should  meet  with  BSU  director  on  the  college  campus 

Simmons  on  college  campuses  where  in  your  area, 
he  will  be  interviewing  prospective  pY)|.  ^  staff  application  or  other  in¬ 
employees.  formatitm  write  to  Summer  Employ- 

ment,  Gulfehore  Baptist  Assembly, 
100  First  St.,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
2:lSpm.-S:Mpm.  39571-3299. 


Deacons  of  Unity  Church,  Montgomery  Aeeocletlon, 
Calvin  Miller,  Larry  Patton,  and  Ronald  Bennett  bum  the  last 
mortgage  note  tor  the  church’s  sanctuary,  parsonage,  and 
felkhvship  hall  on  Nov.  24.  The  entire  building  project  was 
begun  in  1977,  and  dedicated  in  1986. 


Lee  Porter,  registration  secretary  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Davis  will  be  Mrs.  Jerrie  Britt,  chiuch  secretary 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  honored  on  th^  50th  anniversary  st  Highland  Church,  Vicksburg,  was 
has  accqited  a  staff  position  with  a  with  a  reception  at  Southside  Church,  honored  with  a  retirement  reception 
Florida  church.  Porter,  62,  will  YaxooOty,Fab.29,fnMn2-4pjn.The  and  gifts  on  Sunday,  FW).  2.  Mrs.  Britt 
become  assistant  to  the  pastor  and  ad-  reception  given  Iw  their  children,  served  as  secretary  for  33  years, 
ministrator  of  St.  Andrew  Chmxdi  in  Richud,  John,  BartMua,  and  families  William  R.  Patten  is  pastor. 

Paiuuna  City,  effective  March  L  will  be  h^  at  Hayes  House,  Southside 

Porter  resig^  ffom  the  Southern  annex.  James  W.  Everett  is  pastor 

Baptist  Sunday  Schorri  Board  last  Southside  Church.  ...  . .. 

vmr  after  15  years  and  has  been  the  -i "  ' ' 

trivocational  pastor  of  Bell  Road 

Oiurch  in  Nashv^  for  the  past  10  Bennie  R.  Cmckett  Jr.,  associate 

years.  Porter  was  narrowly  re-elected  professor  of  rdigion  and  psydirriogy 

registration  secretary  at  the  SBC  an-  at  Williain  Carey  Cdlege,  has  puWish- 

nual  meeting  in  Atlanta  last  year  cd  an  article  entitled  “First  Century  - 

following  an  earlier  controversy  over  Barddrrg”  in  the  current  issue  (Winter  ^ 

statements  he  made  critical  of  SBC  1992)  of  BibUcal  lUnstralor.  The  arti-  .  First  Chnrch,  Mathiston,  exceeded 
Wrtftfwhip  Earlier  he  had  resigned  cle  deals  with  first  century  banking  ‘ts  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
from  the  Sunday  School  Board  when  practices  in  Palestine  and  the  sur^  Foreign  Missions  goal.  The  goal  was 
board  officials  made  it  known  they  rounding  Mediterranean  Basin  during  set  at  $3,000  and  the  church  received 
were  otinosed  to  his  holding  the  SBC  the  hellenistic  period.  $3,039.27  for  this  very  worttiy  cause 


annual  missions  rally,  banquet 

The  Tbnth  Aimual  Missions  Rally  earned  a  Fh.D.  at  the  University 
and  Banquet  will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.,  Kentucky. 

Friday,  Feb.  21,  at  Pinel^e  Church, 

wtlid)  merged  wi^  12S7,  Brai 


There  will  be  a  parade  of  flags  of 
the  foreign  countries  in  which 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  are 
serving  at  the  present  time  Meal 
reservations  may  be  made  by  sending 
check  for  $2  per  person  to  Rankin 
Ctounty  Baptist  Association,  P.  O.  Box 
MS  39043.  This  event  is 
sponsored  by  the  Rankin  Association, 
J.  C.  Renfore,  chrector  of  missions; 

,  Allen  Stephens,  moderaUMr  ;  J.  M.  May 

fessor  at  the  seminary  and  she  wm  a  gmluate  of  Avetett  Jr.,  associational  BrotherlHxxl  direc- 

church  and  home  worker.  Ife  is  a  Davis  CoU^e,  DanvUle,  tor;  and  Lorise  Creel,  associational 

native  of  Pontotoc,  and  she  is  the  Va. ;  Westhampton  Ctolk^e,  UniVersi-  WMU  director.  Call  939-2182  fw  addi- 
Robert  and  Flora  HolifieM.  mis-  formm-  Jean  Carlisle  of  Lucy,  Ttenn.  ty  of  Richmond,  Richnu^  Va.;  and  tional  information, 
sionaries  to  Italy,  are  on  the  field  (ad-  TheywereSouthemBaptistmissioo- 

Via  Monte  Bianco  9L  00141  ari«  for  years  in  Peru  beforethey  ^1 _ A  1 


Missionary  news 


Correction 


In  its  Feb.  13  issue,  the  Baptist  Fredrick  and  Deborah  Davis,  mis- 
Record  pub^hed  a  photo  of  Orbrndo  sionaries  to  Japan,  are  in  the  States 
Pinargote,  an  Ecuadoran  man  who  (addreaa:  415  Wxxl  RL,  Louisville;  Ky. 
was  in  Jackson  fo  be  fitted  for  an  ar-  40222).  He  is  a  native  of  Florida.  The 
tifidal  arm.  cutline  should  have  form^  Deborah  Rush,  she  was  born 
read,  “(Shirley)  Fulton  was  first  in-  in  Laurel, 
troduced  to  Pinargote’s  need  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  Ann  and  Marvin  Fbri  last 
summer  i^iile  on  partnership  misBioo 
to  Ecuador.  With  money  from  her 
church,  Lula  near  Pocahontas,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  church,  Fulton  commit¬ 
ted  to  help  with  the  purchase  of  the 
prosthesis.”  We  regret  any  mis- 
understaixling  this  may  have  caused.  I^amar  Ctounty. 


Safety  Act  compliance  deadline 

By  Paul  Jones 

On  April  1,  1992,  aU  churches  in  1  deadline  The  state  law  establishes 
Mississippi  are  required  to  be  in  com-  a  fine  of  im  to  $5,000  and  a  possible  Jail 
pliance  with  the  Commercial  Motor  sentence  for  failure  to  comply, 
itohicle  Safety  Act.  'Hk  act  was  j>a8s-  passenger  certification  of  a  van 

ed  by  Ctongress  and  signed  by  Presi-  gf  jg  located  on  some  permanent 

dent  Reagan  in  1906.  In  1969,  the  of  the  frame  of  the  vehicle  on  a 
legislature  of  Mississippi  adopted  the  metal  plate.  The  identification  piece 
federal  act  into  Mississippi  law.  detail  date  of  manufacture,  pas- 

Any  vehicle  certified  to  carry  more  senger  rating  including  the  driver,  and 
than  15  passengers  including  the  other  important  vehicle  information 
driver  is  considered  a  conunerdal 

vehicle  under  the  act.  Such  a  com-  The  Christian  Action  Commission  is 


Five  missionaries  stay  busy, 
witnessing  at  Winter  Olympics 


with  information  r^arding  the  (torn 
merdal  Motor  Vehicle  Safety  Act  Ca] 
968-3800  or  write  P.  O.  Box  531 
Jackson,  MS  39205.' 

Jones  is  executive  director 
treasurer,  Christian  Action  Commis 
skm,  MBC. 


Evangelique  Olymplque  (Olympic  Another  team  is  made  up  of  British  toso  pins  to  icienuiy  inemseives. 

Evangglical  ^5^00)  made  ug  of  Bap-  g^ptigts  affiliated  with  the  Baptist  One  avid  pin  collector  from  the 
tis^  Free  Chinrh,  and  Brethren  Missionary  Society  in  Cireat  Britain.  United  States  was  asking  $25  for  a  pin 
worker^  More  than  100  of  them  are  Because  the  sporting  events  are  with  “OUahoma”  on  it  teit  offered  to 
evangelical  studente  fnm  across  gp,^d  throudiout  Uie  moiaitains  and  swap  it  for  Bartonls  ABX)  pin. 
Europe  who  h^  laid  their  oiro  way  valleys  around  Albertville,  it^  hard  to  After  the  trade  the  man  asked  Bar- 
to  mmister  dur^  m  gam^  (Xhers  enough  people  during  the  day  to  ton  what  the  letters  “AEO"  meant, 
are  putors  and  miraioiunes.  make  many  contacts  in  Albertville,  “The  door  was  open  for  witnessing  to 

Each  day  evan^hsm  teams  go  ^  Abo.  people  they  en-  him,”  Barton  siud. 

an^  the  crowds  to  pan  out  tracte  counter  on  the  street  usually  are  Whfie  the  AEO  team  has  no  access 
aira  explain  the  (3ratmn  plan  of  rushing  to  a  bw  or  the  next  event  and  to  Olympic  athletes,  several  Protes- 
salvation.  Ebchevei^  th^  have  no  time  to  talk.  tant  chaplains  have  met  with  some 

concert^  films,  and  Cmistian  mraur  ^  fjjj  (jay’s  vvork  may  result  in  athletes  for  Bible  studies  and  other 

^  ***  serious  dialogue  with  only  six  people,  rninutriee. 

designed  for  (Suistian  outreach.  RaHnn  said  ..  ,  1.  - 

"We  were  out  in  the  streets  witness-  J*®'*  ^  mmiooanes  taken  time 

ing  on  Saturday  jut  before  the  open-  They  meet  more  people  m  the  off  to  see  even  one  sp^ng  event? 
ing  ceremony,’’  teW  Southern  Bi^^  streets  outside  events,  however.  “No,”  repU^  Barton.  TTtot’S  not  why 
nwionary  Dennb  Barton,  based  in  After  an  ice  b&<±ey  match  *’**!;”  ^  man 

PSiu,  a  city  in  southwestern  France,  womwi^  downhill  skiing  event,  *we  Creswell  writes  lor  kmii- 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used.  - 
DUB  HEARING  FORD-LINCX)LN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS  -  Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  1 1  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Uniform 

Song  of  God's  victory 
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Israel's  moral  decay 


Mode^ 


Bj  Bobby  Wfllianuon 
Rerdatton  15:2^  19^-8 


By  LoUM.  Antay 
Matdiew  12n-21 


A  mine  at  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital,  Mem|4u8,  asked  me, 
*1)0  you  think  I  am  sinning  by  woiidng  here  cm  Sunday?* 

9(e  was  seeking  to  get  her  Christian  priorities  straight  Let 
us  see  how  Jesus  addressed  the  subjc^  of  the  actions  (rf  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Pharisees  bring  an  accusation  (rrj-l).  The  day  was 
the  Sabbath  and  Jesus  and  his  diadples  were  hungry.  As  they 
walked  thiou^  a  com  Beld  they  f^dced  some  of  tiie  ears 
and  ate  them.  That  was  against  Jewish  tradition.  The 
Fhaiisess  saw  them  and  made  judgment  against  tiiem.  In 
esseitce  they  accused— you  are  breaking  tite  Sabbatic  law!  You 
are  not  uplwlding  our  traditkms. 

Jesus  teaches  about  the  Sabbatii  (w3-7).  He  answered  by 
reminding  th«nof  what  David  and  his  nwn  did  when  tiiey 
were  hungry.  He  also  asked  cpiestions.  He  often  did  this  to 
bring  heune  a  point  "Have  you  not  read  what  David  did — T 
Have  you  not  read  by  the  law-?*  His  summary  in  verses  6-7 
is  beyond  their  shallow,  legalistic  understandings.  They  do 
not  know  him  or  his  love  for  people,  else  they  would  not 
have  condemned  the  act  of  tending  to  needs  of  others  on  the 


The  first  three  chapters  of  Hosea  deal  with  his  marriage  and 
'comparing  tiie  coveiumt  of  marriage  to  God's  covenant  with 
IsraeL  Chapters  4-14  are  a  revelation  through  Hosea's  mes¬ 
sages.  We  are  to  remember  the  bcxrk's  nudn  emphasis  is  the 
redeeming  love  of  GocL 

L  God's  case  against  Israel  (^-2).  Hoses  atmounced  to  the 
people  that  God  had  a  controversy  with  IsraeL  He  told  them 
the  heavenly  court  had  found  them  guilty  of  breaking  their 
covenant  w^  God.  They  were  living  in  his  land  as  his  peof^ 
but  tiiey  were  not  giving  him  tiieir  love  and  loyalty.  Such 
actiem  could  be  compared  to  Gcmiei's  forsaking  her  husband. 
Hosea  encouraged  them  to  listen  and  respond  in  a  correct 
maimer  to  the  accusations  of  God. 

There  was  no  truth,  mercy,  <»r  knowledge  of  God  in  the 
land.  This  was  a  rather  serious  diarge.  Truth  is  that  element 
of  right  and  honesty  which  is  necessary  for  a  just  society. 
Mercy  is  that  quality  of  kindness  which  prevents  peofde  from 
devouring  eacm  other.  Truth  and  mercy  describe  what  God 
is  to  his  covenant  pet^^  and  what  he  requires  them  to  be  to 
each  other.  The  reference  to  the  knowledge  of  God  is  more 
than  just  knowing  feels  «d>out  God  This  is  tiutt  personal  exper- 
ienoe  with  God  whkh  comes  throu^  obeying  his  Word. 

The  seexmd  charge  God  had  against  them  dealt  witii  the  sin 
of  violating  tiie  Ten  Commandments.  There  was  swearing  or 
taking  the  Lord's  name  in  vain.  They  were  guilty  of  tying  or 
decefeing  one  another.  Otiiers'  lives  were  being  taken.  They 
w;ere  stealing  and  committing  adultery.  All  of  these  are  in 
violation  of  God's  commands.  One  writer  said  brari  was 
indeed  rotten  moialty  and  deserved  tiie  judgment  of  God. 

This  sounds  exactiy  like  a  twentieth  century  situation.  Our 
world  is  as  guilty  as  the  people  of  Hosea's  time.  It  is  long  past 
time  for  Christian  people  to  take  a  stand  for  moral  living 
which  honors  God 

n.  God's  acensations  agaiiiat  die  priests  (4:6-10L  God  plac¬ 
ed  heavy  responsibility  for  brael's  omdition  on  the  priests 
and  pre^mets.  They  had  felled  to  lead  them  to  a  sound  knowl> 
edge  of  God.  Insteisl  of  leading  tiie  people  to  a  greater  aware¬ 
ness  of  God  tiiey  increased  in  greed  and  personal  profit  The 
religious  leaderB  would  bear  a  harsh  judgment  God  prom¬ 
ised  their  glory  would  be  turned  to  shame.  Church  kaders 
today  are  accoimtaUe  to  God  for  being  feitiiful  to  their  call¬ 
ings.  They  will  not  receive  feyoritism  in  tiie  time  of  judgment 

m.  laraers  shallow  repentance  (9:15-6:6).  Israri  was  just 
like  tiie  people  of  cnir  day .  They  were  rriuctant  to  repent  of 
their  sins.  God  removed  himsdf  frenn  tiieir  presence  and  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  suffer  the  aMisequenoss  of  tiieir  sins.  His  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  lead  them  to  repentance.  God  describes  the  won¬ 
derful  response  that  he  would  receive  one  day  fiom  IsraeL 
However,  tiieir  love  and  k>3ralty  was  so  riiaH^  that  his  judg¬ 
ment  would  be  required  before  they  would  ejqierience  a  spir¬ 
it  of  mercy  and  knowledge  of  God  tiiat  he  desired. 

This  was  a  period  which  realty  tried  the  patience  of  God. 
Israel  rebelled  under  the  leadership  of  Jerbboam  and  wor¬ 
shipped  the  golden  calf.  Jazriiri  introduced  them  to  the 
worshty  of  BaaL  Then  Judah  substituted  a  ritual  of  the  law  in 
place  ojP  consecration  to  God. 

Here  God  described  tiieir  commitment  to  him  as  being  like 
the  morning  fog;  it  is  seen  but  gone  in  an  instant  Therefore, 
God  brought  chastisement  upon  them  in  judgment  His  judg¬ 
ment  was  botii  punitive  and  redemptive.  God's  purpose  was 
to  lead  them  to  a  position  of  steadfast  service  and  kwe.  He 
said,  "Idasira  steadfast  love  and  not  aacriflea,  tiie  knowledge 
of  God,  rather  than  burnt  offerings*  (v.6). 

God  desires  the  same  feom  us.  Our  legalistic  and  sdf-glory 
performances  do  not  impress  him.  He  dasiras  a  broken  heart 
that  is  willing  to  ghre  self  and  resource  in  serving  him.  The 
moral  status  of  our  world  today  should  lead  all  Christiatu  to 
repent  and  make  themselves  availaUe  for  serving  God.  It  is 
time  to  clean  up  our  act  at  home,  in  the  church,  in  friendship 
drdea,  and  in  our  occupational  places  of  service. 

Nestor  fe  pastor,  PhatChurdi,  Bruce. 


One  of  the  key  elements  missing  in  the  lives  of  many 
Christians  today  is  victory.  We  as  Christians  should  seek 
to  understand  that  we  serve  an  all-powerfiil  Father,  and  he 
and  his  cause  ultimately  are  victorious.  Know  this,  we  as 
his  children  can  also  kiiow  victory  in  our  lives.  How  can 
we  participate  in  God's  ultimate  victory? 

Praise  fot  tiie  Lord's  worics  (15:2-5).  In  verse  2  we  find  a 
people  who  had  won  the  victory  singing  praises  to  God  for 
his  wonderful  works  and  just  ways.  Thare  is  also  an  inters 
esting  statement,  *as  it  were  a  sea  of  gjass  mingled  with 
fire.* 

This  sea  of  glass  could  represent  this  world,  as  some 
tiiink,  a  brittle  thir^  that  shall  be  broken  to  pieces.  We  find 
much  evil  in  our  world  today.  This  passage  represents  a 
victory  over  the  evil  of  this  world,  and  should  encourage 
those  who  are  overwhelmed  by  evil  to  realize  God's  ulti¬ 
mate  victory.  We  should  also  note  in  verse  3  the  people 
vtiio  won  the  victory  sang  praises  to  God  for  his  wonderful 
works  and  just  wajrs. 

Are  we  a  praising  people?  Are  you  a  praising  person?  We 
an  have  so  much  to  be  tiiankful  for,  and  while  there  have  ‘ 
certainty  been  times  of  defeat  in  att  of  our  lives,  tiiere  have 
been  th^  wondoful  times  of  victory.  Let  us  become  a 
prsisir^  people  in  our  lives  and  in  our  churches.  Let's  stop 
hiding  behirid  our  hymnals  and  truty  praise  God  with  the 
great  old  h]nnn8  of  feitii  'as  weU  as  the  wonderful  new 
praise  songs  that  are  being  written  to  God's  glory  today. 

•  Praise  by  all  nations  (15ri).  God's  Word  is  steadfast,  and 
forever  Apnirate.  In  verse  4  we  find  that  ”an  rwtions  win 
come  and  worship  God.”  Even  today  God  is  winning  many 
victories  an  over  this  woiid.  Who  would  have  thought  just 
a  few  months  ago  that  Christians  would  be  welcomed  in 
Russian  schools  to  share  Jesus?  If  this  be  so  now,  how 
much  more  sludl  it  be  when  God  wins  the  ultimate  victory? 
We  should  each  ccHiunit  oursdves  anew  to  involvement  in 
and,  support  of  world  missions. 

Praisa  for  God's  victoiy  (19:1-6).  Here  in  verse  4  we  find 
that  the  elders  and  the  beasts  worshtyipad  and  praised  God 
for  his  victory.  It  is  interesting  to  note  here  tiiat  the  elders 
and  beasts  said,  *AmerL  Halleh^ah.* 

We  have  become  so  dignified  in  our  worship  today  that 
we  have  replaced  being  reverent  with  being  ritualistic  Let 
us  go  from  being  part  of  tiie  "frozen  <diosen*  to  a  worship¬ 
ping,  praising  people. 

Praise  for  die  marriage  of  die  Lamb  (19:7-8).  I  believe 
tihat  Christ,  the  feidegroom,  will  come  for  his  church  at  the 
rapture,  and  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb  will  occur  in 
connection  with  the  second  .coming  of  Christ  to  establish 
his  mUlennial  kingdom.  Diuing  thfe  time  multitudes  will 
praise  the  Lord  and  rejoice  over  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb. 
We  can  be  assured  of  our  righteous  standing  in  Christ  soH 
of  our  eternal  union  witii  the  Lord  when  that  time  comes. 

We  live  in  the  midst  of  an  increasingly  godless  society, 
and  our  lesson  this  week  should  give  us  hope  in  tiw  midst 
of  tills  godlsssneas.  We  should  also  be  reminded  this  wsric 
tiurt  March  1-8  is  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions, 
and  we  should  each  be  challenged  to  pray,  give,  and  vol¬ 
unteer. 

Williamsoa  is  pastor.  Park  Place  Qnirdi,  Brandon. 


jesns  eescfte  his  antiiority  over  die  Sabbadi  (vA).  Jesus, 
the  MessiahdQng  is  Lord  of  all  things.  He  who  created  all 
things  is  in  diarge  all  things.  This  iiKhides  the  Sabbath. 

Jesus  teadics  about  human  wocdi  (vv.10-13).  Jesus,  after 
his  confrontation  with  the  Pharisees,  left  and  went  into  the 
synagogue.  In  tiie  synagogue  was  a  man  who  needed  help. 
His  hand  was  witiiered.  According  to  JewMi  tradition  it  was 
pcnniesftile  to  heal  on  tiie  Sabbath  if  a  man's  life  was  in  dan¬ 
ger,  but  a  witiieced  hand  did  not  fit  tiiat  category.  Jesus, 
however,  recognized  an  opportunity  to  do  good  and  fulfilled 
it  According  to  his  practice,  we  also  should  do  good  on  tiie 
Sabbath. 

In  order  that  they  might  have  something  with  which  to 
accuse  Jmus  of  wrong-doing  tiie  Pharisees  spitefully  asked, 
*Is  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the  Sabbath  days?*  He  then  showed 
them  by  a  question  that  they  were  more  charitable  to  their 
livesto^  then  to  human  beings.  By  action  he  let  them  know 
he  did  not  fear  giving  ofrenoe  to  them,  who  did  not  under¬ 
stand,  because  doing  good  was  more  inqxntant  than  pleas¬ 
ing  men.  The  duty  to  help  in  need  must  not  be  neglected. 
Jesus  practiced  what  he  preached. 

After  his  discourse  in  ^  S3magogue  he  said  to  the  man 
with  tiie  withered  hand,  "Stretch  forth  thine  hand."  When  the 
man  did  as  Jesus  instructed  his  hand  was  made  whole.  He 
had  obe3red  the  command  of  Jesus.  We,  too,  are  instructed  to 
obey  his  commands.  This  includes  doing  good  works  for  oth¬ 
ers  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  question  arises— what  are  good  worics?  Can  we  do 
whatever  we  like  on  the  Sabbatii  or  ort  the  Christian  Lord's 
Dey?  h  was  on  tiue  first  day  of  tiie  week  that  Jesus  appeared 
to  tiie  diadples,  apostles,  and  otiiers  after  tiie  resurrection. 
The  custom  of  meeting  on  that  day  was  adopted  by  tiiose 
who  believed  in  Jesus  and  his  resurrection.  It  has  been  tiie 
Lord's  Day  for  beUevtes  ever  since. 

No,  we  cannot  desecrate  this  day,  but  Jesus  taugfit  that  the 
needs  of  people  are  more  important  than  traditions  and 
legalism.  He  taught  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  people 
and  not  people  for  the  Sabbath.  Doing  good  for  others  is 
never  a  sin.  He  went  about  doing  good  (Acte  10-36)  and  he  is 
sinless. 


Autry  lives  in  Hickt^  Flat. 
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Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27, 
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Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts  received  in  Village  offices  dur- 
inf^  the  previous  twelve  months.  In  this  evaluation  it  has  become 
customary  to  list  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Churches  In  the  descending 
order  of  their  designated  cash  gifts.  This  evaluation  and.  analysis  has 
become  known  as  the  “Honor  Roll  of  Churches.”  During  1991, 226  local 
churches  gave  $1,000.00  or  more  to  the  ministry  of  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village.  According  to  our  records,  those  “top  226  churches”  were: 


RANK  CHURC^^ME  AND  CITY 

1.  First  Water  Willey 

2.  First  Bap^HPvti.  Brookhaven 

3.  Forest  BaBt^^voh,  Forest 

4.  First  Baptis^MKh,  Jackson 

5.  Rolling  Creek  raptist  Church,  Quitman 

6.  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

7.  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

8.  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Columbia 

9.  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

10.  Sylvarena  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh  * 

11.  First  Baptist  (l^hurch,  Booneville 

12.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

13.  Raymond  Baptist  Church,  Raymond 

14.  First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 

15.  Briar  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Florence 

16.  First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 

17.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Greenville 

ia  Mount  Zion  Bapt.  Churctvibte,  Independence  499792 

19.  Van  Winkle  Baptist  Church,  Jackson  4850.00 

20.  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Jackson  465590 

21.  Mantee  Baptist  Church,  Mantee  458590 

22.  Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Liberty  453238 

23  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Clinton  451694 

24.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Crystal  Springs  4339.72 

25.  Tytertown  Baptist  Church,  lyiertown  4329.04 

26.  Misc.  Church  Designations,  Jackson  418690 

27.  First  Baptist  Church,  Sardis  4176.48 

28.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Haziehurst  416990 

29.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Coldwater  405590 

33  Fair  River  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven  4O1Oj0O 

31.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Columbus  399690 

32.  Hollandale  Baptist  Church,  HoHandale  391392 

33  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  McC^b  389836 

34.  First  Baptist  Church,  Winona  3837X)0 

35  WiUiamevilie  B<«)tiat  Church,  Kosciusko  382490 

36  Ingomar  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany  388896 

37.  Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Mendenhall  378639 

36  Meadville  Baptist  Church,  Meadville  360990 

39.  Hux  Baptist  Church,  Centrevitle  3580.73 

40.  Ackerman  Baptist  Church,  Ackerman  ^  363490 

4tt  Midway  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  350090 

42.  North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church,  Greenwogd  34^p 

43  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Baiesville  338790 

44.  Fellowship  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  326677 

45  First  Baptist  Church,  MagM  325535 

46  Rrst  Ba^st  Church,  Amory  322090 

47.  North  Winorui  Baptist  Church,  Winona  312739 

46  Barkxi  Baptist  Church,  Lucedale  311797 

49.  Stale  Boulevard  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  307293 

50.  Crowder  Baptist  Church,  Crowder  3030,25 

51.  Northwest  Baptist  Association.  Hernando  300090 

52.  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada  300090 

53  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport  299597 

54.  Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Sturgis  298296 

55  Atsaander  Memorial  Bapt.  Church,  Hollandale  289293 

56  Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  286090 

57.  Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church,  Bogus  ChMo  284090 

56  Grays  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Hernando  278498 

59.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Carthage  2767.26 

60.  Gaston  Baptist  Church,  Booneville  2722.16 

61.  CaNary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo  270193 

62.  Liberty  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany  267290 

63  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Eupora  2657X>4 

64.  Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Newton  265497 

65  Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Pstal  259290 

66  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood  256495 

67.  Rrst  Bf^kist  Church,  Union  252730 

68.  Seminary  Baptist  Church,  Seminary  251290 

69.  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Itta  Bena  247992 

70.  New  Harmony  Baptist  Church,  Blue  Springs  244590 

71.  Eberwzer  Ba^ist  Church,  Centreville  242918 

24O0j00 
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774692 

736891 
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Oak  Forest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Beizoni 
Rienzi  Baptist  Church.  Rienzi 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  West  Point 
Alta  Vikxxis  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
DeKalb  Baptist  Church,  DeKalb 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Indianola 
Noxapater  Baptist  Church,  Noxapater 
First  Baptist  Church,  Calhoun  City 
Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  Myrtle 
Oakland  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 


Sallis  Baptist  Church,  Sallis  1240.00 

First  Baptist  Church,  Picayune  1239.05 

Military  Baptist  Church,  Sumrall  1235.24 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Pascagoula  1230.96 

Success  Baptist  Church,  Saucier  1230.76 

Flora  Baptist  Church,  Flora  1225.00 

Pinelake  Baptist  Church,  BrarKlon  121090 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Belmont  120625 

west  Baptist  Church,  West  120090 

Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Fulton  1200X>0 

Mount  2Son  Baptist  Church,  Florence  1200.00 

Straight  Bayou  Baptist 'Church,  Anguilla  1200.00 

Pheba  Baptist  Church,  Pheba  119690 

Kbiola  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Caledonia  1190.00 

Beulah  Baptist  Church,  Decautur  1179.25 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  West  Point  117090 

Arm  Baptist  Church,  Silver  Creek  116399 

East  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Quitman  115896 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  New  Albarry  115675 

Easthaven  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 
Belden  Baptist  Church,  Belden 
Unity  Baptist  Church,  Picayune 
Morgantown  Baptist  Church,  NMchez 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church,  Valley  Park 
First  Baptist  Church,  Starkville 
Wildwood  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
Big  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Big  Creek 
Heuck’s  Retreat  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 
Chester  Baptist  Church,  Ackerman 
Zion  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Liberty 
Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church,  oiuitman 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ibytorsville 
Harmony  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 
Rrst  Ba^st  Church,  Tupelo 
Slayden  Baptist  Church,  Lamar 
Tuscola  Baptist  Church,  Lena 
New  Palestine  Baptist  Church,  Picayune 
First  Baptist  Church,  Nesbit 
Learned  Baptist  Church,  Learned 
Pelahatchie  Baptist  Church,  Pelahatchie 
Skene  Baptist  Church,  Skene 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood 
Edgeworth  Baptist  Church,  Eupora 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Brooklyn 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church,  Crenshaw 
Georgetown  Baptist  Church,  Georgetown 
Newhebron  Baptist  Church,  Newhebron 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church,  Ripley 
First  Baptist  Church,  Steens 
Salem  Baptist  Church,  Raymond 
West  Kemper  Baptist  Church,  DeKalb 
Ellistown  Baptist  Church,  Blue  Springs 
Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Picayune 
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216490 
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2127.00 
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2074.10 

2070.28 

2059.00 

2052.69 

203667 


99.  Second  Baptist  Church,  Indianola 


2030.24 


First  Baptist  Church.  Corinth  202590 

Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Columbus  201295 

west  Jackson  Street  Church,  Tupelo  2000.00 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Quitman  198735 

Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  Pinola  195498 

Ephesus  Baptist  Church,  Forest  195090 

Hurricane  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Sandy  Hook  193695^ 

Sturgis  Baptist  Church,  Sturgis  —  . 1920.41* 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo  1919.20 

Navilla  Baptist  Church,  McComb  190623 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Mendenhall  184490 

Rock  HHI  Baptist  Church,  Brandon  181490 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  178895 

Beulah  Baptist  Church,  Clinton  «  175790 

First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez  175590 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Big  Creek  175293 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Aberdeen  175090 

First  Baptist  Church,  Baldwyn  174638 

Old  Silver  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Silver  Creek  173096 
Galilee  Baptist  Church,  Gloster  171335 

Edna  Baptist  Church,  (Columbia  17D998 

Union  B^lst  Church,  Meridian  170890 

Madden  Baptist  Church.  Madden  166797 

PhaMi  Baptist  Church,  Prentiss  166370 

Pearson  Baptist  Church,  Peart  165290 

Northside  Baptist  Church,  Clinton  164090 

West  Union  Baptist  Church,  Carriers  163654 

Carmel  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  1630.23 

Immanuel  Baptist  Church.  Vicksburg  161660 

Topeka  Baptist  Church,  Jayess  1617.16 

Oakhurst  Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale  161135 

Trinity  Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Waynesboro  160584 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Port  Gibson  160491 

Pleasant  Ridge  Baptist  Church,  Dumas  159190 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church,  laytorsville  158190 

Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church,  Bruce  155090 

Springfield  Baptist  Church,  Morton  1542.77 

Mount  Nebo  Baptist  Church,  C^insville  152094 

First  Baptist  Church,  Richton  151671 

Rne  Fomst  Baptist  Church,  Collinsville  150090 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  C^olumbia  148620 

Ingram  Baptist  Church,  Baldwyn  148363 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi  1470.21 

Bethsai^  Baptist  Church,  FrerKh  Camp  146492 

Central  Baptist  Church,  McComb  1457.00 

Bucalunna  Baptist  Church,  Meridian  143648 

East  Philadelphia  Bapt.  Church,  Philadelphia  143595 
Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Poplarville  143396 

Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Laurel  1431.27 

Beulah  Baptist  Church,  Myrtle  142990 

Lexie  Baptist  Church,  lyiedown  142492 

Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg  142325 

Moak's  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Bogus  Chitto  142290 
Friendship  Baptist  Church,  Sturgis  141790 

Cairo  BaptM  Church,  Ecru  141132 

Second  Baptist  Chur^,  Greenville  141090 

luka  Baptist  Church,  luka  1410X)0 

Rrst  Baptist  (^rch,  Coffeeville  140500 


114592 

114090 

112581 

112590 

111090 

110561 

1104.75 
110090 
1099.00 
1092.20 
108690 
108090 
107999 
107390 
106490 
106090 
1054.21 
1051.40 
105090 
104696 
1045.46 
104500 
103990 
103375 
1019.27 

1009.75 
100995 
1007.42 
100690 
100090 
100090 
100090 
100090 
1000.00 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to 
a  list  of  Gifts  cA  Honor  and  Memory.  Maqy  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals  dect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive, 
meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully 
designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Dec.  1,  1991  • 
Dec.  31,  1991 
MEMORIALS 


156  Anchor  Baptist  Church,  water  Valley 


72.  Northminster  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 


159.  Pine'  Crest  Baptist  Church,  Star 


73  Holcomb  Bapilst  Church,  Holcomb 


IHr.TraBk  Mal*M  lUcfeueMB 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Henry  Hederman 
Mrs.  Ricktaa 

'  Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  A.  Simmons 
Mitt  Angie  BeS  Rimnier 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Harry  Scott 
Mrs  BUlie  T.  Haiey 
Mr.  EnimeU  Rivers 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Sligler 
Hiram  Raberts 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Rice 
Mrs.  James  Rabertt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  E.  N.  Roes  Jr. 


1319.15 

131590 

130690 

129581 

128090 

127590 

127500 

126520 

125890 

125696 

126491 

125090 

124600 


Provldertce  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland 
Mount  Horeb  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Laurel 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church,  Shuqualak 
Park  Place  Baptlat  Church,  Brandon 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Kosciusko 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  RIpIsy 
Sodaty  HHI  Baptist  Church,  Oak  Vsla 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  Chartaslon 
Mount  Vamon  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
Woodland  HIHa  B^ist  Church,  Jackson 
Dry  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Mandenhall 


237390 

237293 

2360.45 

231590 

230090 

229335 

228681 

227368 

225697 

223438 

222500 

220499 

220090 


Mr.  Jahaaiy  Regers 
Mrs.  Cl]^  C.  Bryan 
Mrs.  CaialyB  Ragen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibm  Phelps 


(To  be  continued) 


86  Scotland  Baptist  Church,  Winona 


Intercessory  workshop  leaders 
say,  ‘‘Prayer  is  ammunition” 


By  Terri  Lackey 

MAP  LAUNCHES  RELIEF  PROGRAM  IN  ALBANIA:  TIRANA,  Albania 

(EP) -r  Mission  AviatkmPrikwship  and  five  leadii^Cluistian  agencies  have  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Pra^  is  the  spiritual  awakening,  then  Christians  of  prayer  as  focus,  force,  foundation, 

formed  a  coalition  to  answer  tine  nf  AlhaniaV  calls  for  n«v»«rr«ng  ammunition  of  CSuristians.  those  not  are  going  to  have  to  (claim)  the  pro-  fruit,  and  fight 
to  a  news  report  from  the  Christian  mission  agency.  The  recent  collapse  (rf  willing  to  arm  thmselves  risk  mises  of  God.” 

Communism  and  the  end  of  a  “rdgn  of  terror”  under  dictator  Enver  Hoacha  "disintegrating  and  dying,”  pasUnrs  Watdimen  National  Al^  is 
have  left  Albania  in  a  state  of  despair,  acewding  to  the  Mission  Aviation  Alabama  and  Texas  said.  a  israyer  effort  among 
Fellowship  report.  Their  request  fw  help  is  bdng  answered  by  MAF,  as  well 
as  MAP  International  of  Canada,  (Thratian  Medical  and  Elental  Society,  ^ 

YWAM  (Youth  With  A  Mission),  and  Evangelical  Medical  Aid  Society.  The  PB^tor  oi  Cham, 

coalition  also  the  Albania  Health  Projects  as  an  oppcNrtunity  for  the  Chu^of  Houst^  toklal 
evangelical  Christian  church  to  worii  alongside  an  entire  nation  and  euwess  1 

the  love  of  God  in  word  and  deed.  CowdinatedeffMlsvrould  prevent  diqilica-  tercosory  prayer  woriuht^  at  the 
tion  of  services  among  agencies.  An  qpen  invitation  to  participate  is  issued  ®*pti*t  Sunday  Schoerf  Board, 
to  all  interested  Christian  agencies.  ‘The  country  is  totally  bankrupt,”  ac-  “Churdies  and  Christians  that  do 
cording  to  the  report.  “Most  industries  have  closed  because  they  can’t  afford  not  pray  togetba' in  the  *908  may  not  .  . 
to  buy  their  raw  materials.  Unemi^oyment  has  been  estimated  at  50%  na-  survive,”  Shook  said.  “If  the  average  good  old  days,”  Thoni 
tionally  and  as  much  as  90%  in  some  cities.  The  infrastructure  is  old,  poorly  <*urch  prayed  as  much  as  it  gossiped,  will  not  see  the  glory  of 
built,  and  falling  apart.”  Albania  had  been  self-sufficient  in  most  foo^tufe,  would  be  revolutionized.  We  must  again  we  bc^  to  a| 
but  many  crops  were  not  planted  (hie  to  the  uncertainty  <rf  who  would  own  loorn  to  pray  as  never  before.”  promises  of  God.” 
the  land  at  harvest  time  In  addiUon,  with  the  (HsmanUing  of  central  control.  People  living  in  today’s  world  Thompson  ^  the  l 

there  is  a  serious  problem  with  the  chstribution  of  whatever  iood  is  available  “deadra  their  senses  toward  reality”  to  stop  reading  and 
Medical  supplies  and  medicines  are  so  hard  to  come  by  that  Albania  recent-  in  a  variety  of  ways,  including  enter-  prayer  and  sUrt  ‘lexp 
ly  could  not  come  up  with  $26,000  to  buy  vaccines^  its  children.  Inade(]uate  toinment,  drugs,  and  alcohol.  Shook  “We  need  more  U 
sterilization  proce<hires  have  led  to  hi^  levels  of  hepatitis,  placing  the  coun-  about  prayer  —  we  nee 

try  in  a  dangerously  vulnerable  position  fm*  the  rapm  spread  of  the  mV  virus.  Larry  Thompson,  pastor  of  Dauphin  the  power  of  God  in  ou 


''^^ost  pe^e  say 

.  .  w  .  .  ,  )  us.  They  say  give 

Churches  desiring  to  survive  the  tists  to  l»ing  spiritual  awakening  to  me.  But  fraye  iiv'Xo  the  Fkther.” 
’90s  had  betto*  start  praying,  Damon  the  country  and  the  wwld.  The  L200  Praying  if^^tiafipirit  is  the  force  of 

ion  Forest  churches  participating  so  far  have  prayer;  is  a.Chris- 

Mit  140p^  agreed  to  {vay  one  hom  a  week  dur-  tian’s  spe  j.  '-latkaiship  in  the 
irfe  from  M  states  attending  an  in-  ing  1992.  The  prayer  alert  is  coor-  Si^t  tc?^-  “yV  at  all  times  in  the 

dinated  by  the  bo^h  Discipleship  Spirit.”  V  our  * 

Training  Department.  Prayer  i^Kviundatiooal,  Shook  said. 

“Our  churches  are  dead  and  God’s  ‘Pray  throu^  Jesus  Chifet  Nobody 
people  seem  to  satisfied  with  the  getstoGodff  they  go  around  Christ.” 

won  said.  “We  The  fruit  of  prayer  is  to  pray  for 
Goduntiiooce  others,  be  said. ‘thir  greatest  joy  is  in- 


SAA  FRANCISCO,  CaU.  <EP)  — A  controversy  is  raging  in  San  Francisco 
over  monthly  meetings  of  the  North  American  Man-Boy  Love  Association 
( NAMBLA),  a  homosexual  group  that  advocates  child  molestation.  The  group 
has  been  holding  meetings  at  a  city  library  for  two  years,  and  parents  who 
have  learned  about  the  meetings  have  demanded  that  the  library  oust  the 
organisation.  Library  officials  say  they  cant  evict  the  group  without  violating 
constitutional  free  speech  guarantees.  But  concerned  parents  say  the  library 
has  a  responsibility  to  provide  a  safe  atmosphere  for  young  patrons;  during 
the  past  five  years  a  dozen  people  associated  with  the  group  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  for  child  molestation. 


Overseas  baptisms  set  record,  yet 
critical  need  for  leaders  remains 


"  By 'DomW  D.  Martin 

WORLD  VISION  WITHDRAWS  FROM  PAKISTAN:  LAHORE,  Pakistan  c  ^ 

( EP)  —  World  Vision  has  announced  that  it  is  shutting  down  its  rhjid  care  „  RICIWOW,  w.  (BP)  —  Southm  regular  Bible  study  actually  fell  to  Other  good  news,  Slack  said,  includ- 
and  other  projects  in  Pakistan  after  the  government  effectively  denied  the  “P™  miMion^^  and  their  57%  of  total  church  membership.  ed  growth  in  worldwide  church 
Christian  international  relief  and  development  agency  permission  to  continue  =  "*“?*“*  partaOT  baptizedmore  peo-  Ifor  most  of  the  1900s  Sunday  Simool  membership  and  preaching  points, 
work  there.  The  Pakistani  government  offered  no  reason  for  denying  World  ■  *“  ^  ^  eproUmeqt  accounted  for  more  than  Overseas  BaptM  dxacb  membership 

Vision  a  “No  Objection  Certificate,”  which  clears  the  way  for  out^  aid  agen-  threaten  70%  of  tot^  church  membership.  The  grew  by  about  12%  from  2.0  million  in 

cles  to  obtain  permission  to  work  in  the  country.  Some  70,000  people  benefit-  *ottg-terai  churra  growm.  peroentsiS^has  sloudy  (kepped  fw  the  1990  to  nearly  3  million  in  1991.  In  1991 

ted  from  22  World  Vision  child  care  and  development  projects  in  Pakistan.  "  record  233,834  baptems  m  1991  past  20  yehrs.  Slack  ssM.  Church  preaidiing  points,  the  early  stage  in 

reversed  a  decline  m  1990,  when  ban-  growth  tegiiB  when  the  forming  a  church,  rose  ly  2,319  to 

tisms  fell  by  8.4%.  This  was  the  third  percentage  falls  Bel^  75%,  he  22,736.  This  11%  increase  marked  a 
year  since  1987  that  worldwide  bap-  warned.  welcome  improvnnent  over  1990  vHien 

VENEZUFLANS  HAVE  CHiiRrH  CTARTiMr  PI  AM.  rsBArsc  ‘iSM  Set  a  nw  rec<^.  Most  church  growth  gauges,  preaching  points  feU  fiwn  21,234  in 

VENEZVELANb  HAVE  CHURCH-STARTING  PLAN:  CARACAS,  However;  mission  planners  express ,  however,  signal  healtiiy  expansion,  1989  to  20,417. 

Venezuela  —  Venezuelan  Baptuts  and  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  have  concern  about  the  need  to  develop  Slack  noted.  New  church  starts,  “Overall  we  had  an  excellent  year,” 
createdathree-year  plan  for  planting  churches.  "New  Work  Movement  2000"  church  leadership,  said  Jim  Slack,  preaching  points,  and  world  wide  Slack  sauL  “We’ve  reached  some  new 
IS  expected  to  move  Ven^lanBaptisU  closer  to  their  goal  of  I  million  church  church  growth  consultant  for  the  church  membership  all  made  gains  in  heightsbutwe’renotcompletelyhap- 
memiwrs  by  thenar  2000.  First,  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  will  spread  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Slack  1991.  py.  There  are  tldn^  here  mat  concern 

gos^I  in ^tendal  ^  work  areiu  in  Ven^ela.  t^i^riesand  Venezuelan  prepares  the  board’s  annual  In  1991  missionaries  and  overseas  us  and  weaknesses  that  we  know  we 

Baptists  then  wU  oj^r  jWI^-up  dlsciptohlp  traii^for  ^  Chri^ans.  Later,  statistical  review.  Baptists  started  L576  new  churches,  have.  If  we  can  solve  these  problems 

volunteers  will  return  to  these  same  locations  for  further  ministry.  In  U»2  Bible  teaching  ministries,  which  in-  a  6.5%  advance  over  1990.  we  can  spread  God’S  W<wd  lile  we 

the  plan  w'll^us  (m  the  capital.  Caracas,  and  surrounding  areas.  That  em  chide  Sunday  School,  continued  to  slip  The  number  of  overseas  churches  never  have  before” 

c  '*'•**"  compared  to  toUl  church  related  to  Foreign  Mission  Board  Martin  writes  for  FMR 

About  200  Southern  Bap^t  medical  volunteers  are  kicking  off  that  focus  in  membership.  Although  1991^  Sunday  work  si«o  increased  from  24422  in  IWO 

late  January  by  conducting  medical  clinics  in  neighborhoods  where  Baptists  School  enroument  climbed  by  6.4%  to  to  27,932  in  1991.  Ihis  net  gain  (rf  3  MO 

hope  to  start  churches.  17  million,  the  percental  of  church  churches  reflects  a  strt^  growth  of  I  I 

members  enituled  in  this  t)rpe  of  15.8%,  Slack  said.  |  | 

MEACHAM  GETS  UNANIMOUS  VOTE  AS  NEVADA  BAPTISTS’  NEW  EX- 
EC:  LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  (BP)  —  The  Nevada  Baptist  (invention’s  executive 
board,  in  a  unanimous  vote  FMx  6,  named  David  F.  Meacham  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  new  executive  director.  Meadiam,  46,  will  assume  office  no  later  than 
April  1,  succeeding  Ernest  B  Myers,  the  conventionk  first-ever  executive  diiec- 
tor  who  has  announced  his  retirement  effective  March  IS.  Meacham  has  been 
director  of  missionB  for  the  Las  Vegas  area  Southern  Nevada  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  the  past  lO-plus  yrars.  Prior  to  his  ass<xkitiooal  work,  Meacham  was  a 
pastoral  missionary  with  the  Home  Mission  Bo^k  chunk  extension  depart¬ 
ment,  serving  as  pastor  of  Big  Bear  Baj 


The  oat  cradle 


By  Tom  WaMea 

Wherever  we  farmed,  we  alw^  raised  oats  for  the  cattle  Papa  had  an  oat 
cradle  Let  me  explain  to  those  of  you  that  have  not  seen  an  oat  cradle  It  was 
a  hand  operated  way  to  cut  oats. 

We  did  not  have  a  reaper  and  binder  that  some  of  the  more  progressive 
farmers  bad.  This  piece  of  equipment  had  a  sickle  blade  about  three  feet  long 
attached  to  the  lower  end  ot  the  handle  Attadied  above  the  blade  were  rungs 


C^Q>-i 

ruKD 

tnw 


_  .  _  iptist  CSiapel  in  Big  Bear,  Calif.  He 

also  has  beensrpastor  in  Sunnymead,  Calif.,  and  youth  director  in  California 
aUd  Mississippi.  He  and  his  wife.  Sue,  have  three  daughters. 


-  -  - -  .  .  ..  - that  were  made  into  a  cradla  to  catch  the  oats  as  they  fell  .when  being  cut. 

The  oats  were  cut  as  Papa  swung  the  cradle  As  the  oats  fell  on  the  cradl^ 
Papa  would  stop  and  tie  them  into  a  bundle. 

IRISH  CHURCH  DAMAGED  IN  BOMBING:  BALLYMENA,  Northern  Always  there  were  oats  that  would  fall  fiirough  the  rungs.  We  kids  were  to 
Ireland  —  A  Baptist  church  building  in  Ballymena  was  damaged  Jan.  9  when  .  follow  ^pa  and  pick  up  all  ttet  fell  tbrou^  the  rungs  in  the  cradle  When 
a  carpet  factory  neM  door  was  bombed  by  the  Irish  Republican  Army.  No  w^ot  enough  to  make  a  bundle  someone  would  tie  it  up. 
church  members  were  injured.  The  new  year  has  brought  Northern  Ireland  This  is  what  the  Bible  spoke  of  in  the  book  of  Ruth.  It  was  referred  to  as 
a  "blitz"  of  IRA  bombings,  said  Rea  Grant,  secretary  of  the  Baptist  Union  gleaning.  They  did  not  believe  in  wasting,  and  neither  did  Papa.  We  could 
qf  Ireland.  Another  church  damaged  last  August  by  an  IRA  bomb  blast  at  not  affc^  to.  Ruth  told  Naomi  that  she  was  going  to  the  field  to  glean  ears 
a  nearby  police  station  has  been  repaired.  Because  Hte  capital  city,  Belfiat,  ot  con  (Ruth  2:2). 

is  often  an  IRA  target,  police  have  been  drawn  Into  the  city,  leaving  the  smaller  Sometimes  people  fall  through  the  rungs.  They  need  s(»ne  of  God’a  children 
towns  less  secure.  "Life  goes  on,  but  more  noticeably  than  in  the  past  there  to  be  there,  following  along  to  pick  thmn  iqx  We  ne(^  to  glean  in  Godk  harvest 
has  been  an  effect  on  the  economy,"  Grant  said.  The  Baptist  union  has  104  “Blest  be  the  tie  tl^  binds.’^ 

churches  in  both  Northern  Ireland  and  the  Republic  of  Ireland.  WaMea  is  a  memliw  Ot  Van  Winkle  <lluiaeh»  Jackaea.  , 


